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Cameroon 


Opposition Gives 10 May Ultimatum to Biya 
AB290417579] Paris AFP in English 1631 GMT 
29 Apr Yi 


| Text] Yaounde. April 29 (AFP}—A grouping of most of 


Cameroon's newly legalised political parties on Monday 
gave President Paul Biya until May 10 to organize a 
national conference on the country’s political future. In a 
statement issued in the economic capital Douala. they 
warned that action would be taken if he failed to heed 
their demand. Opposition sources said a call for nation- 
wide civil disobedience was being considered. The par- 
ties also suggested making independence day on May 20 
a day of national mourning instead in memory of the 
people killed in the past month of political violence as 
security forces clashed with demonstrators. 


Opposition Coalition Views Future Plans 
AB3004112291 London BBC World Service 
in English 1830 GMT 29 Apr 91 


[From the “Focus on Afnca” program] 


[Text] Cameroon's opposition parties are in a militant 
mood and threatening more trouble as part of their 
demands for a national conference on democracy. Last 
month the opposition unleashed a wave of strikes and 


demonstrations, and in response the government of 


President Paul Biya announced some reforms, including 
the appointment of a prime minister to head a broader- 
based government. The opposition. it seems. are not 
impressed and met last Saturday [27 April] to plan their 
next move. Alexander Taku 1s the spokesman for the 
opposition coalition, and on the line to Douala. Mark 
Doyle asked him what they were going to do: 


{Begin recording] [Taku] What we are going to do 1s very 
easy. We have stated some points which we expect the 
head of state to act on, and which include the situation in 
the university which 1s occupied by the Armed Forces. 
We want those Armed Forces out of the university 
campus. We want him to allow students to go back to 
school without being molested: we want that he should 
grant amnesty completely and truly to the students 
leader: we want that the wave of tribalism which he has 
orchestrated by one tribe bent to attack other tribes to 
halt immediately, and then we want the head of state to 
accept the principle of the national conference, and then 
at this time call a meeting in which we are going to him. 
[sentence as heard] 


[Doyle] How long have you given the president to 
respond to these demands? What kind of time frame has 
he to act within? 


[Taku] We have given the president up to the 10th of next 
month—that is, of May—to respond to these particular 
conditions which we have set, and we expect that if the 
president should come up with a yes for the national 
conference, then we will be ready to hold a meeting with 
him to arrange on the modalities of the conference. But 
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failure to do this. we have a series of action that will be 
taken, and the Cameroonian people are ready to act as they 
did the other day on 17, 18. and the 20th [of April]. We are 
going to take the necessary action 


[Doyle] What kind of action are you going to take” 


[Taku] Well. you see that in such a situation here. where 
we love our country and we do not want to break our 
country, what we are talking about 1s civil disobedience 
Already. we have planned a day where throughout the 
country we were marching against tribalism, because 11 
would appear as if the ruling tribe has given out guns to 
the dispel it. and they have been having a lot of secret 
meetings. [sentence as heard] They have a long list of 
people they want to eliminate and we want to demon- 
Strate so that the world should know that the opposition 
1S against tribalism. that we are against any attempt to 
dismember our country. 


[Doyle] You mentioned it now that the president (’and 
his tribe) are trying to arm themselves. Now we have 
reports that your opposition leaders have been claiming 
that an armed (’shipment) that arrived can quell any 
protest you might stage. Do you have any justification or 
any basis for these claims? 


[Taku] Yes. I have a justification for that. We have the 
bill of laden, and I am going to fax 11 to you. | hope it 1s 
going to come out clear. But the bill of laden was given to 
us by some of the agents of the state. You know, the 
Situation in the country now 1s a way that people prove 
to the government that they are faithful to the opposi- 
tion. [sentence as heard] So there is nothing that comes 
out that we cannot lay hands on. So we have a proof that 
these guns really did arrive, and we have proof also that 
there have been having meetings. And another thing is 
that with this tribe sending tracts and saying the people 
should be ready to go to war against us. We would have 
expected the head of state and the government to come 
out and condemn this. [end recording] 


Central African Republic 


Decrees on Amnesty, Remission of Sentences Signed 


AB2404145691 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 23 Apr 91 


[Text] Regarding the amnesty granted by the head of 
state to about 40 sons of the country, both civilians and 
soldiers, who were detained for political crimes and 
other offenses have been freed. They have been granted 
remission of their sentences. 


Decree No.91-102 on the liberation of certain persons 
prosecuted solely for political crimes and offenses: The 
president of the Republic, head of state, hereby enacts as 
follows: 


Article |. The following persons, prosecuted solely for 
political crimes and offenses, are hereby freed: Fidel 
Zabe Yangba. Michel Mongbajade. Fidel Zeke. 
Ramadan Suyamde. Georges Ounaba. Maksa Banane 
Mahamad, Antoine Faluwana Bingai. Napoleon Gana. 
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Arthur Severin Tonanda, Kona Yanga. Bernard Allain. 
Michel Bimounga, Ojoma Bimayo, Michel Gone. 
Honora Kotis Bona Ouili, David Namyerawi, Gaston 
Fedanmoko, Abdoulaye Adamou, Moise Gbanam., 
Gilbert Namgbo, Timothee Malinoma, Simon Sakibede. 
Kokosabi Wamo, Godfoua Mokamedede, Togbu: Nga- 
ragba, Thomas Kouadio, Mathieu Gumanda, Mathieu 
Kadio, Edouard Nganawa, Mathurin Malikox, and Phil- 
ippe Nbolibo. 


Article 2. This decree, which comes into effect as of the 
date of signing. shall be registered and published in the 
official gazette. 


Issued in Bangui on 23 April 1991. 
[Signed] Andre Kolingba. 


Decree No.91-103 granting remission of sentences of 
certain persons prosecuted for political crimes and 
offenses: The president of the Republic. head of state. 
hereby enacts as follows: 


Article |. The following persons, convicted for political 
crimes and offenses, are hereby granted total remission 
of sentence: Mahamad Soumene, Isaac Ngoni. and 
Antoine Boukarawade. 


Article 2. This measure shall. under no circumstance. 
apply to the payment of legal fees and charges. 


Article 3. This decree, which comes into effect as of the 
date of signing. shall be registered and published in the 
official gazette. 


Issued in Bangui on 23 April 1991. 
[Signed] Andre Kolingba. 


Decree No.91-104 freeing certain civilians and Army 
personnel prosecuted for political crimes and offenses: 
The president of the Republic, head of state. hereby 
enacts as follows: 


Article 1. The following civilians and Army personnel. 
prosecuted for political crimes and offenses, are hereby 
freed: Jebone Yves Isseme, Yacinthe Ketebo Kiongba. 
Gelou Moise Nganare, Alexis Zoumone, Pierre Deboule. 
Jean-Paul Mawo, Joseph Ngayisio, Jean-Baptiste Ngaima. 
Felix Ndouor Zoyem, Constant Koudago, Mallam Mama- 
dou, Jonas Peiya, Jacques Famede, Felix Famba, Michel 
Gambi, Faustin Soula, and Maxwell Gaboasia. 


Article 2. This decree, which comes effect as of the di 
of signing, shall be registered and published in the 
official gazette. 


Issued in Bangui on 23 April 1991. 
[Signed] Andre Kolingba. 


General Strike Call ‘Widely Observed’ 29 Apr 


AB2904150891 Paris AFP in French 0920 GMT 
29 Apr 91 


[Text] Bangui, 29 Apr (AFP)}—The call for a strike by the 
main Central African civil servants’ unions was appar- 
ently widely observed this morning in Bangui, where 
schools and several public services were closed, 


FBIS-AFR-91-083 
30 April 1991 


observers noted at midmorning. No figure or percentage 
of workers taking part in the strike was then available. 
bul a certain nervous tension was evident in the streets 
due to the fact that the salaries for March were not paid. 


The call for an unlimited strike was issued on Saturday. 
27 April. by five main Central African trade union 
federations—namely. those of the teachers, civil ser- 
vants, health personnel, rural development workers, and 
finance sector workers. 


Contrary to what the government stated in its Saturday 
evening appeal to workers, apart from a few exceptions, 
the outstanding salaries were not paid into banks this 
morning and the long queues grew longer at the banks. 
For the past several years. the salaries of Central African 
civil servants have been paid with delays often up to one 
month. According to an official source, these difficulties 
are connected with a liquidity problem arising from the 
economic crisis. The Treasury 1s unable to supply the 
banks with sufficient cash. 


The gross national product (GNP) of the Central African 
Republic is $1.1 billion. measured against a debt esti- 
mated at $758 billion. 


Gabon 


Bongo Reduces Prison Terms of Coup Plotters 


AB2504142091 Dakar PANA in English 1311 GMT 
25 Apr 91 


[Text] Libreville. 25 April (AGP-GAB/PANA)— 
Gabonese President Omar Bongo on Wednesday in 
Libreville, reduced the prison terms of some eight per- 
sons sentenced for their involvement in an attempted 
coup plot in December 1990 by between two and eight 
years. The eight have already spent 18 months in prison 
for their plans to physically eliminate the Gabonese 
leader and overthrow the regime. 


The leaders of the plot include Georges Moubandjo Mia 
Myntockot, who was then a colonel in the Gabonese Army 
and a former employee of the cultural and Technical 
Agency for Cooperation in France, Pierre Mamboundou. 


A statement released by the Presidency in Libreville said 
Moubanjo along with Diallo Noumouke, (alias Ibrahim 
Yaya Diallo), Mandogo Allonga Rene Paul, Itoudi Bou- 
kinda Valentin, 1chikaya Anicet and Nyongo Augustin, 
had their terms reduced by two years. 


The persons were sentenced to prison terms of five years 
or less on 6 December, 1990 by a state security court. 
Others—Boussougou Mapangou Mathias and Nzamba 
Nzamba Albert—who were also sentenced for similar 
reasons on 21 December. 1990 will also benefit from the 
presidential pardon. 


The statement said the president's decision was not 
politically motivated but rather aimed at total restora- 
tion of peace and concord in the society. 
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Rwanda 


President, Opposition on Cease-Fire Violations 


LD2304222691 Paris International Service 
in French 1830 GMT 23 Apr 91 


[Italicized passages are recorded] 


{Text] Rwandan President Juvenal Habyarimana is on an 
official visit to Paris. He was received by Francois Mitter- 
rand this morning, and on leaving the Elysee Palace, he 
said that a multiparty political system would be installed in 
his country within a month. Farida Moha asked him about 
the cease-fire agreement signed with the Patriotic Front 
rebels last month. She asked him who he thought was 
responsible for the violation of the agreement: 


{Habyarimana] The truth is that since October 1980 they 
have invaded Rwanda, starting from Uganda, because 
they were part of the Uganda Army. We managed to repel 
them, and we carried out a diplomatic action, first of all 
with our neighbors, a diplomatic action which led us to a 
cease-fire. We have done this: The cease-fire was signed in 
Kinshasa on 29 March thanks to President Mobutu’s 
mediation. Since then, a group of military observers has 
been set up, consisting of 15 officers from Burundi, 15 
from Uganda, 15 from Zaire, joined by five officers from 
Rwanda and five officers of the Patriotic Front. It is they 
who monitor the faithful implementation of the cease-fire. 


To prevent the observation groups from being installed, 
the Patriotic Front has tried to attack us in order to 
conquer a section of the territory. That is why they 
violated the cease-fire: To obtain a part of the territory, 
hecause they realize that the signing of the cease-fire does 
not suit them in the least. 


The Rwandan Patriotic Front’s view is naturally very 
different. You can hear one of its leaders, (Jean Bosco 
Rouiaillira): 


{(Rouiaillira)] We accuse the Rwandan Government of 


violating the cease-fire. 1f is not in our interest to violate 
this cease-fire, given the fact that the agreement signed on 
29 March covers the withdrawal of foreign troops and the 
release of prisoners. These few points were always desired 
by the Front. Consequently, it is not in the interest of the 
Patriotic Front to violate the cease-fire. We would have 
nearly reached the stage of negotiations had the Rwandan 
Government not violated the cease-fire. 


{Moha] The ink on the agreement signed on 29 March 
has not yet dried. What is happening? What 1s blocking 
the process of political negotiations? 


{(Rouiaillira)] The process of political negotiations 1s 
hlocked by Habyarimana’s manipulations—that is, the 
whole team, with the exception of three persons. the 
leaders of the Zairian, Burundian, and Ugandan teams, 
who have departed to Rwanda. The rest of the team 1s 
stuck in Goma, in particular, the observers—the five 
members of the Patriotic Front, who never received per- 
mission to go and present the position of the Patriotic 
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Front. The negotiations are blecked by Mr. Habyari- 
mana’s bad faith. He does not want to allow the team of 
observers to do its work. 


Radio Carries 18 Apr Presidential Pardon 


£42404 104991 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
115 GMT 23 Apr 91 


[Presidential pardon issued in Kigali 18 April] 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] In a bid to further strengthen 
national unity and concord, based on a proposal from 
our justice minister, we rule that: 


Article |: Those who have been sentenced by Rwandan 
courts to one or more prison terms which, either together 
or separately for a period less than or equal to a max- 
imum of 10 years, whose sentences have been upheld at 
the latest on this date have their sentences remitted 
completely. 


Article 2: Prison sentences of more than 10 years, issued 
by Rwandan courts and which were upheld at the latest 
on this date, are commuted to five-year prison sentences. 


Article 3: Life imprisonment sentences, issued by 
Rwandan courts and which were upheld at the latest on 
this date. are commuted to 20-year prison sentences. 


Article 4: Death sentences, issued by Rwandan courts 
and which were upheld at the latest on this date, are 
commuted to life imprisonment sentences. 


Article 5: Any new prison sentence will rightfully remove 
any measure of pardon which the convict has been granted 
and leads to his reimprisonment to serve his penalty. 
Those affected by the aforementioned articles | and 2. 
however, will have a period of parole [delai depreuve] 
equal to the remainder of their terms of sentence. 


Article 6: The present order does not apply to the 
following convicts: 


1.) Recidivists. 

2.) Those sentenced for armed robbery, assassination or 
murder, criminal conspiracy. 

3.) Convicts who have already been granted a reprieve. 
4.) Convicts who are fugitive on the day of the signing of 
the present order, escaped prisoners. 


Article 7: Our justice minister is in charge of the imple- 
mentation of the present order. 


Article 8: The present order takes effect on the day of its 
signing, Kigali, 18 April, 1991. 


Habyarimana at MRND Congress Closing Session 


F.A2904111591 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
1540 GMT 28 Apr 91 


{President Juevenal Habyarimana’s closing speech at the 
first National Revolutionary Development Movement, 
MRND. extraordinary congress in Kigali—tive] 


[Excerpts] Ladies and Gentlemen, members of the dip- 
lomatic and consular corps, dear friends of Rwanda: at 
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this closing moment of the MRND extraordinary con- 
gress, I find 1t very important to tell you how much we 
have appreciated your presence among us. [passage 
omitted] 


Dear friends of Rwanda, our country. Rwanda. 1s facing 
tragic circumstances. There is not only the sad war. but 
all the crises which are befalling us and which mean that 
Rwanda is facing, today, what is certainly the most 
critical phase of its existence. | would say. however, that 
the resources of the Rwandan people are astonishing. 
Their capacity to resist is impressive: their faith in a 
better future remains strong. Proof of this is the MRND 
extraordinary congress, which has legitimized political 
pluralism in Rwanda. Despite the extraordinarily diffi- 
cult times Rwanda 1s going through. nothing has stopped 
it from moving further ahead. either at the level of 
economic recovery or in regard to the political reforms 
which have been planned for over two years. or the 
initiatives 11 Continues to take 1n so many areas. 


The fact that you have been witnesses to the dynamism 
of the Rwandan people. whose representatives at the 
extraordinary congress have adopted important initia- 
tives that will shape the political scenery of our country 
for future generations, thereby proving their determina- 
tion to do everything possible to succeed in their devel- 
opment, gives us cause for rejoicing and pride. We thank 
you for this. 


On behalf of the congress delegates gathered here. who 
represent the entire Rwandan people. and on my own 
behalf, I request you to convey to your respective people 
and governments your testimony of the courage and 
determination of the Rwandan people. who have taken a 
further step on the path of development and democracy. 
and who will continue to be worthy of your cooperation. 
I. therefore, declare finished the work of the MRND 
extraordinary congress. [passage omitted] 


Reportage on President's Visit to Belgium 
W 42904202091 


For reportage on the visit by President Juvenal H~ »ya- 
rimana to Belgium, including reports on his talks with 
King Baudouin and Prime Minister Wilfried Martens, 
please see the Benelux Countries section of the 29 April 
West Europe DAILY REPORT and subsequent issues. 


Sao Tome & Principe 


Prime Minister Reiastates Resigned Government 
AB2504124191 Paris AFP in French 1506 GMT 
23 Apr 91 


[Text] Sao Tome, 23 Apr (AFP}—The Sao Tome and 
Principe Government, which resigned last Thursday. 18 
April, was yesterday reinstated by the prime minister, an 
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official source in Sao Tome disclosed today. At his 
swearing-in ceremony yesterday before President Tro- 
voada, Prime Minister Daniel Lima dos Santos Dao 
announced that his program was being prepared and that 
he would endeavor to reverse the deterioration of the 
economy by giving priority attention to private foreign 
investment. 


The cabinet list 1s as follows: 


Minister of Defense and Internal Albertino Bragana 


Order 


Minister of Economy and Noberto Costa Allegre 


Finance 


Mrs. Alda Bandera (wife of the 
finance minister) 


Minister of Foreign Affairs 


Minister of Social Amenities and Oscar Sacramento de Souza 


Environment 


Minuster of Justice. Labor. and 
Public Administration 


Olegario Pires Tiny 


Minister of Principe Region Ssivestre Umbelina 


Minister of Social Affairs Joao Bonfim 


Director general of Information Armindo Aguiar 


and Government Spokesman 


Zaire 


Opposition Minister Sacked From Own Party 
AB2304100691 Dakar PANA in French 1656 GMT 
19 Apr Yl 


[Text] Kinshasa, 19 Apr (PANA}—In an interview with 
the press, a member of the new Zairian Government. 
Yezu Kitenge, minister of posts, telephones. and tele- 
communications, rejected the decision made by the 
Common Front of Nationalists, FCN. excluding him 
from this party. 


Yezu Kitenge. a former member of the national FCN 
steering committee who claims to be a cofounder of this 
party, is of the view that only the congress [words 
indistinct] in case it considers that he has violated the 
party's line of conduct and the statutes governing it. 


The FCN, which is chaired by Mandungu Bula Nyati. 
had at the recent meeting of the national steering 
comittee decided to exclude Mr. Kitenge. whose 
appointment to the government of Prime Munister 
Lukoyi Mulumba ts said to have not been backed by his 
party. 


Three ministers, including one vice prime minister, have 
resigned from this government for the same reasons, 
preferring to remain within their parties. The govern- 
ment of Lukoyi Mulumba was formed on 30 March 1991. 
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Ethiopia 


EPLF, TPLF Plans ‘Foiled’ in Western Shewa 


£.42904123591 Addis Ahaha Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 28 Apr 91 


[Excerpts] Our revolutionary army and people's militia 
and the people living around Ambo have, after a great 
struggle, foiled the objectives of the arrogant Weyane 
[Tigray People’s Liberation Front, TPLF] and 
sha’biyyah [Eritrean People’s Liberation Front, EPLF] 
bandit groups who attempted to create damage in 
Western Shewa Administrative Area, in particular in the 
Ambo area, with a view to dismembering the unity of 
Ethiopia. Our news file reporter from Ambo, Getachew 
Alamirew, has the details: 


{Begin Alamirew recording] The struggle being waged by 
our revolutionary army at this very moment in routing 
the arrogant bandit group 1s not only prestigious, but has 
also demoralized the bandits. During this decisive 
struggle. the people, standing alongside our revolu- 
tionary army, have not only attacked and killed mem- 
bers of the bandit groups, who were hiding in every 
available hole, with clubs, swords, and any available 
tool; but have also managed to capture a substantial 
number of Weyanes and handed them over to our 
revolutionary army. The residents of Ambo town have 
proved their patriotism and their unswerving support for 
the preservation of the unity of Ethiopia by supplying 
food, water, and other necessities to our heroic army, 
which 1s on the war front and which is making great 
sacrifices. 


The people have expressed their hatred of the Weyane 
through their deeds, as we have seen. [passage omitted] 


Our revolutionary army and people’s militia are cur- 
rently dealing severe blows to the bandits and are 
clearing out the area. [end recording] 


2nd Revolutionary Army Backs Shengo Resolutions 


EA2804085091 Addis Ababa in English 
to Neighboring Countries 1530 GMT 25 Apr 91 


[Text] Members of the Second Revolutionary Army 
[based in Asmera] have expressed their readiness to 
implement the resolutions of the third extraordinary 
session of the National Shengo. They have also reaf- 
firmed their determination to intensify the struggle for a 
united Ethiopia, being aware of the fact that the resolu- 
tions of the National Shengo reflect the current feelings 
of the people and are based on the country’s long and 
glorious history. 


In a message to the Council of State, the members of the 
revolutionary army also expressed the conviction that 
the resolutions of the National Shengo pave the way for 
a national reconciliation so as to bring together all 
genuine Ethiopians at home and abroad in an effort to 
seck a solution to the current problems in Ethiopia 
through peaceful dialogue. 
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Kenya 


Police Beat Worshippers, Journalists in Giagatika 
F.42904 104891 Nairoht KENYA TIMES in English 
29 Apr 91 pp 1, 12 


[By Charles Murnuk: in Giagatika] 


[Excerpt] Two lorry-loads of police in full combat gear 
descended on 300 worshippers at the Reverend Timothy 
Nyoya’s crusade at Giagatika shopping centre in Nyeri. 
beat up worshippers and journalists and arrested an 
undetermined number of people. 


Dr Njoya had just opened the crusade with prayers when 
the police arrived and dispersed everyone as panic and 
tension gripped the shopping centre. The officer com- 
manding Nyeri Police Division (OCPD) Mr S. Nyakel. 
who commanded the operation, personally ordered the 
Reverend Njoya to clear from the venue 


As Njyoya walked to his car, parked 30 metres from a 
temporary dais and pulpit, Mr Nyakel: was heard telling 
him: “Kwenda Kabuisa... (disappear completely)”. 


Reporters and photographers who went to cover the 
controversial crusade were beaten up and their cameras 
confiscated by the police. “STANDARD” reporter 
Waite Mwangi bled profusely from serious injuries and 
was taken to Nyeri provincial general hospital “while I 
escaped with a swollen neck from the beatings”. 


Others who were beaten up included “NATION” pho- 
tographer Joseph Thuo. “STANDARD” photographers 
Hudson Wainaina and Charles Wanjohi who were taking 
press pictures. As the beating and chasing continued, five 
people were arrested and thrown into a land-rover and 
driven away. Others, who were taking part in the proces- 
sion from Tumutumu to the shopping centre, were also 
arrested and frogmarched to nearby police vehicles as 
old women and wazees [old men] fled in all directions. 


Other riot policemen led by the administration police 
senior Sgt Simon Chacha went tc the abandoned dais 
and collected music equipment and public address 
system which had been brought earlier by the Tumu- 
tumu youth band, led by the team’s secretary Mr Eliud 
Kaguara. 


The action was the climax of a verbal duel between the 
Reverend Nyjoya and the central provincial administra- 
tion. When the Reverend Njoya announced that he 
would preside over an open-air crusade at the market, 
the local chief wrote him saying the crusade was off 
because it was not licensed. Njoya said he did not need a 
license to hold such a meeting in his Tumutumu presby- 
tery. But the central PC [provincial commissioner] Mr 
Victor Musoga dared Dr Njoya to go ahead with the 
crusade and see what will happen to him. The crusade 
had been going on since Wednesday but at the grounds of 
Tumutumu church presided over by the presbytery sec- 
retary, the Reverend Jacob Wachira, and yesterday's 
crusade at Gvagatika was meant to be the last of the 
series. [passage omitted] 
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Somalia 


K TN: Somali Government Forces Capture Kismaayo 
F.42904201391 Nairobi KTN Television in Enelish 
1800 GMT 29 Apr 91 


[Text] Forces loyal to Somalia's provisional government 
have captured the southern port city of Kismaayo from 
fighters of the Darod tribe who refused to recognize the 
government. Aid workers said the USC [United Somali: 
Congress}, which seized power in the capital Mogadishu 
and appointed an interim government after ousting 
Mohamed Siad Barre. appeared to be firmly in control. 


Southern Somalia has been plunged into a bloody tribal 
war since the overthrow of Major [General] Siaa Barre 


with the Hawiyeh of the USC fighting Darod forces of 


the Somali Patriotic Movement and the Somali Salva- 
tion Democratic Front. Among the Darod were some 
factions loyal to Maj. [Gen.] Siad Barre. 


Further Reportage on Hijacked Polish Ship 


LD2904162391 Warsaw Domestic Service in Polish 
1400 GMT 29 Apr 91 


[Text] The hijackers of the Polish ship Wladyslaw Lok- 
etek have turned out to be partisans of the National 
Front for the Liberation of Somalia. The ship currently 
stands in the Gulf of Aden, 30 miles off the coast. There 
are 31 sailors on board. Diplomatic efforts are in 
progress to clarify the reason for the detention of the 
vessel, which, as the Ministry of Transport and Maritime 
Economy in Warsaw states, has no military equipment 
on board. 


Hijacked Italian Ship Reportedly Runs Aground 
£.42904122291 Nairobi SUNDAY TIMES in Enelish 
28 Apr 91 p3 


[George Sunguh articie] 


[Text] The Italian ship hijacked on Wednesday [24 April] 
from Mogadishu by a group of Somali refugees has run 
aground near the Kenya-Somali border. a source from the 
Kenya Shipping Agents said yesterday. And now tugs and 
salvage experts from a Mombasa-based salvage firm are on 
their way to Somalia to refloat the vessel. 
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The vessel. MV Kwanda. which was hired by Marship 
Shipping Agency to freight relief supplies to the war-torn 
Somalia capital, Mogadishu. was hyacked by some 800 
refugees. mainly women and children. while offloading 
its cargo and forced to sail back to Kenya. The sources 
said the ship captain duped the hyackers into thinking 
that they had reached Kenya and ditched the ship at 
Raskamboni. 2 small town a few miles from Kismaayo. 
The captain, according to sources, had underestimated 
the tides and found the vessel. which 1s basically a 
landing craft, aground on the sandy beach 


Desperate radio calls were made for the ship to be towed 
back into the high seas. A spokesman from the Kenya 
lighthouse, however. said the vessel was out of danger 
and that a rescue operation was expected to start after 5 
pm on Friday [26 April] after the arrival of the first tug 
boat. MV Biason. dispatched by Murr: International. a 
Mombasa-based marine salvage company 


MV Kwanda had docked at the Mombasa Port on Apri! 
15 to load 500 tonnes of general cargo including tonnes 
of relief food and medicine to Mogadishu. The ship. 
flying an Italian flag to the Somali port on April 18. was 
said to have been hyacked by the refugees eager to flee 
their war-torn country. The ship had not loaded its 
cargo. 


4 spokesman for the Somali Patriotic Movement (SPM) 
said the ship had been hyacked by people who feared for 
their lives due to their links with the ousted President Siad 
Barre. It was said to have been seized with the help of an 
Islamic fundamentalist armed faction entrusted with run- 
ning the port, about 450 km south of Mogadishu 


News of the hyack caused concern within the Interna- 
tional Red Cross Society. on whose behalf the vessel was 
hired to transport the relief food. At the same time. the 
Kenya Ports Authority has been approached by the ship 
agents to release its tug MV Mkombozi to team up with 
the tug already sent on the rescue mission 


Meanwhile. two more vessels left the Port of Mombasa 
yesterday with more relief food and medicine to the 
Somali capital. MV Fat: Trader. which docked at the 
port on April 16. and MV Sefin both left with about 500 
tonnes each of relief food and medicine 
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De Klerk Again Invites ANC to Violence Talks 
MB2904172291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1656 GMT 29 Apr 91 


[By political correspondent Pierre Claassen] 


[Excerpts] Cape Town Apm!l 29 SAPA—The state presi- 
dent, Mr F.W. de Klerk, opened the debate on his budget 
vote on Monday by reviving hopes that he 1s still able to 
defuse ANC [Afmcan National Congress] anger. and 
unite the main political players against violence. 


Unshaken by hardening attitudes and militant demands 
of the past days and weeks, Mr de Klerk simply repeated 
his invitation to ANC Deputy President Mr Nelson 
Mandela. and Inkatha’s Chief Mangosuthu Buthelez: to 
join him in declaring war on violence, finally com- 
menting: “A bright future beckons...” 


Political leaders in South Africa had a clear choice to 
make on political violence and intimidation: “E:ther 
they play politics with ut, or they come together and 
cooperate in seeking solutions.” 


The assuredness with which Mr de Klerk repeated his 
invitation to form a troika arrangement appears to 
indicate that he has some gilt-edged guarantees in his 
political back pocket. 


Even if not. his speech has clearly couched the offer in 
terms which will make refusal to participate in the 
troika, or national summit of May 24 and 25, politically 
and morally perilous. [passage omitted] 


He could confront the ANC with a counter-ultimatum. 
as they were extremely vulnerable because of their role in 
violence and intimidation. 


“The government is well informed about the activities of 
all groups that wish to seize power by violence. If I were 
to succumb to the temptation io use such information for 
short-term political gain, and if we were to begin issuing 
ultrmatums and threats left, nght and centre. | would be 
doing the country a disservice and delay, or even disrupt 
negotiation,” he said. 


Mr de Klerk’s performance, unexpectedly at the start of 
the four-day debate, set the pattern for discussion to 
focus on vioence. His remarks, coming so early in the 
debate, may now also elicit direct comment from the 
ANC in time for him to respond at least once more. 


Observers have noted that the sudden and unexpected 
ANC statement at the weekend had. although height- 
ening the tension and hardening the accusations against 
the government and vigilantes, significantly resurrected 
the January 29 peace accord with Inkatha. 


The general secretary, Mr Alfred Nzo, specifically iden- 
tified the accord as being the target, and said the ANC 
wanted to protect it. 


Coming with such critical timing, observers believe it 
may be sign that the ANC 1s willing to re-think its 
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opposition to a troiuka and to allow Mr Mandela to meet 
President de Klerk and Chief Buthelezi 


ANC Rejects De Klerk Invitation 


VUB3I00409 1891 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
O811 GMT 30 Apr 9! 


[By Pierre Claassen, political correspondent) 


[Text] Cape Town Apnl 30 SAPA—The ANC [African 
National Congress] executive remains strongly opposed 
to any “troika” arrangement involving its deputy presi- 
dent. Mr Nelson Mandela. President F.W. de Klerk and 
Inkatha’s Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 


This has cast serious doubt on the likelihood that Mr 
Mandela will heed President de Klerk’s call. made im an 
address to Parliament on Monday. for him to join the 
State president and Chief Buthelezi to address the vio- 
lence issue 


The organisation has also met President de Klerk’s call 
for a national summit on violence with a counter- 
proposal that such a summiut be called by an independent 
body or person. The proposal was made after a com- 
bined ANC. SACP [South Afncan Communist Party] 
Cosatu [Congress of South African Trade Unions] 
meeting held in Johannesburg as Mr de Klerk spoke. 


The counter 1s seen as a viable aiternative to the initial 
Outright reyection of the summit and leaves a door open 
for Mr de Klerk to reach a compromise 


“President de Klerk 1s seen as a party to the conflict and 
he cannot call such a conference.” said ANC National 
Executive Committe [NEC] member, Mr Aziz Pahad. on 
Tuesday. “Our supporters will just see 11 (Mr de Klerk’s 
May 24 & 25 summit) as a diversionary tactic.” he said. 


The ANC’s firm rejection of a “troika™. first mooted at 
the second Mandela/Buthelez: meeting in March, was 
put to foreign diplomats in Cape Town when Mr Man- 
dela came to explain the ANC’s open letter ultimatum. 


Subsequently Mr de Klerk proposed his summit and the 
“troika™ idea was left in abeyance as both Mr de Klerk 
and Mr Mandela undertook their respective foreign 
visits. 


Mr de Klerk’s resurrection of the three-leader formula 
during his budget vote debate created the impression 
that he had strong reasons for expecting Mr Mandela's 
agreement. He nevertheless presented the invitiation in a 
morally compelling package which, if reyected, may still 
cost the ANC local and international sympathy 


Indications are. however. that the ANC leadership's 
decision-making and strategy is now more firmly 
directed by the dictates of political survival at its July 
congress 


The approval of its grassroots support overrules any 
international considerations and the NEC feels it can no 
longer be seen to blindly follow the lead Mr de Klerk has 
thus far so obviously retained 
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The “troika” with Chief Buthelezi 1s regarded as a 
politcal deathtrap for the leadership under present cir- 
cumstances. 


A compromise on the summiut—also regarded by the 
ANC as an imperative for all parties—will restore some 
of the political initiative into the ANC leadership's 
hands. they feel. 


*Lnconditional’ Indemnity Extended to ANC 
4B 3004064291 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 30 Apr 91 


[Text] Mr. De Klerk has extended the unconditional 
indemnity of several senior members of the ANC 
{Afmcan National Congress]. In terms of a Government 
Gazette published in Pretoria, extended unconditional 
indemnity has been granted to, among others, the pres- 
ident of the ANC, Mr. Oliver Tambo, and the chief- 
of-staff of Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation— 
ANC Military Wing}, Mr. Chris Hani. 


Others to be given extended unconditional indemnity 
were the leader of the South Afmcan Communist Party. 
Mr. Joe Slovo, the newly elected president of the ANC 
Women’s League, Mrs. Gertrude Shope. Mr. Thabo 
Mbeki, Mr. Alfred Nzo, Mr. Pallo Jordan. Mr. Joe 
Modise, Mr. Jacob Zuma, Mr. Aziz Pahad and Mr. Max 
Sisulu. The unconditional indemnity 1s from Wednesday 
[1 May] until 30 June. 


De Klerk Announces New Development Programs 
MB2904153491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1328 GMT 29 Apr 91 


[Text] Parliament Apnl 29 SAPA—Up to R[rand]2 
billion freed by the reduction of SA’s [South Africa] 
strategic stockpiles of oil is to be used for development 
programmes including projects aimed at ending town- 
ship violence, the state president, Mr F.W. de Klerk, said 
on Monday [27 April]. Introducing debate on his budget 
vote, he also announced that legislation would be intro- 
duced during the present session of Parliament to create 
an emergency fund for victims of violence. 


Mr de Klerk said sanctions and threats of sanctions had 
forced SA to invest a part of its savings in strategic 
supplies, including oil. This was a very unproductive 
form of investment which had contributed to the unfa- 
vourable showing of economic growth and job creation. 
SA's relations had however improved so much that it 
had been decided to reduce the strategic stockp:les of oil. 


Taking into account the funds which were still needed to 
finance energy-related projects, about R1 billion cculd 
be made available for other uses in the coming year. “As 
SA’s economic relations with the rest of the world are 
normalised, and strategic supplies are further reduced to 
internationally accepted levels, this amount can be 
raised to a maximum of R2 billion. 


“This is the the amount that will be available when the 
energy projects that the government has committed itself 
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to have been financed.” The government had decided to 
use the funds that became available in special! pro- 
grammes for special projects. 


Given the need for economic restructuring. 1 would be 
ensured that the money was used so that ut made the 
greatest possible contribution to sustained economi 
growth and job creation. 


In view of the fact that the lack of stability and the high 
degree of unrest in many communities influenced busi- 
ness confidence and investment, a portion of the money 
would be used to fund projects that would contribute to 
furthering social stability and order. 


Some of the matters that could be considered were the 
erection of clinics. sport and recreation facilities. 
schools. and providing land for informal settlement 


The projects would be co-ordinated with manpower 
training programmes to ensure as much job creation as 
possible 


Because the road user had made an important contribu- 
tion to the availability of these funds. particular atten- 
tion would be given to a contribution to the repair of 
vital road infrastructure. 


However, allocations for this would only be made after a 
thorough investigaion into the cost effectiveness of 
present spending on roads. as well as a determination of 
priorities. 


Guidelines that would be followed 1n allocating funds for 
projects were that they wound have to be of a one-off 
nature. that they would have to make a contribution to 
improving the economy and stability with a reasonably 
short time: that existing financial. manpower and phys- 
ical resources were already being used in the best pos- 
sible way, and that communities be involved as much as 
possible. 


“The emphasis has to be placed on the establishment of 
facilities that have been identified by the community 
Communities have to be involved and. where possible. 
also contribute labour.” 


Mr de Klerk said a committee of ministers headed by the 
minister of economic co-ordination and public enter- 
prises, Dr Dawie de Villiers, assisted by a working group. 
would evaluate and co- ordinate the projects. Mr de 
Klerk said representations had been made from time to 
time from many quarters on aid for victims of violence. 


The government was most sympathetic about this, as 
could be seen from the comprehensive steps already 
being taken on housing. health and education. 


The problem was that the support systems, which normally 
existed in communities, had been paralysed in many cases 
or destroyed to a large extent. “In this connection | am of 
the opinion that the government should consider measures 
by which violence-ridden communities may be assisted in 
the provision of basic, short-term necessities such as food. 
clothing and blankets. 
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“Consequently, I have asked the minister of national 
health (Dr Rina Venter) to prepare legislation of which 
the main aim will be the establishment of a social 
emergency aid fund through which financial support 
may be given to welfare organisations and other 
approved institutions to render emergency aid in vio- 
lence-ridden communities.”” He hoped the law would be 
finalised this session. 


The government was prepared to make a substantial 
contribution to the fund and he was convinced that the 
public would contribute generously as well. He expected 
it should be possible for the international community to 
support the fund also. Earlier, Mr de Klerk said poverty, 
joblessness and unacceptable social conditions contrib- 
uted to violence. 


SA was essentially a developing country, and many 
communities were crippled by a lack of basic facilities 
that were accepted as normal in developed countries. 


Steps that had already been taken to place the economy 
on a healthy foundation and the prospects for the disap- 
pearance of sanctions boded well for the future. How- 
ever, in the meantime all possible means should be? used 
now to promote necessary development. This had to be 
done in a way which would not impact negatively on 
responsible econon ic policy-making and management. 


Malan Criticizes ANC Self-Defense Units 


MB2604130091 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 26 Apr 91 


[Text] The ANC [African National Congress] has formed 
about 50 defense units in black residential areas, and the 
minister of defense, General Magnus Malan, says it 
appears that members of the armed wing Umkhonto we 
Sizwe [Spear of the Nation] are very actively involved. 


Gen. Malan said during the debate on the defense budget 
vote in Parliament that this information was contained 
in an ANC document. He said that some of the informa- 
tion in the document was contrary to the Groote Schuur 
and Pretoria Minutes. Gen. Malan said that if the ANC 
had its way, the impression that violence was the only 
way to attain political goais would be entrenched. 


ANC Urges Women To Join Military Wing 
MB2604125791 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
26 Apr 91 p 3 


[Report by Esmare van der Merwe: “Women Urged To 
Join MK Township Self-Defence Units] 


[Text] Kimberley—A female commander of the ANC’s 
[African National Congress] military wing has called on 
women to join Umkhorto we Sizwe [Spear of the 
Nation; ANC military wing] (MK) and become actively 
involved in the organisation’s township self-defence 
units. 


Jackie Molefe said yesterday that although the military 
activities of MK had been suspended, women should 
join the structures. 
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In 4 message on behalf of the ANC’s military headquar- 
ters in Lusaka, Ms Molefe told the ANC Women’s 
League national conference: “While we have suspended 
armed action to facilitate the process of negotiation, MK 
combatants remain in position in readiness for the next 
order. 


The Lusaka-based commander said that although MK 
had hundreds of female combatants who remained “in 
the battle-field and the camps,” their numbers still 
lagged far behind those of men. 


In self-defence units, which aimed to defend communi- 
lies against attackers, women could play an important 
role by “being alert, warning of impending attacks and 
even becoming actively involved if they have the capac- 
ity,” she told THE STAR. 


“Suspension of arms and related action does not mean 
leaving our people defenceless.” 


‘Much Bitterness’ Over Winnie Mandela’s Defeat 


M1B 2904121491 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
29 Apr 91 pl 


{Report by Emsare van der Merwe: “Supporters Bitter as 
Winnie Toppled in ANC Poll”’] 


[Excerpt] Kimberley—Drama surrounded the election 
defeat of Winnie Mandela to Gertrude Shope. who on 
Saturday [27 Apr] was elected ANC Women’s League 
president. 


After a contest lasting three hours, Mrs. Shope—an ANC 
Executive member who headed the women’s section in 
exile—emerged the winner with 633 votes to Mrs. Man- 
dela’s 196, inside sources said. 


Albertina Sisulu, also nominated for the Presidency, 
withdrew at the last minute and, in a controversial move, 
called on her supporters to vote for Mrs. Shope. 


This led to much bitterness among Mrs. Mandela's 
supporters, who accused Sisulu—eventually elected as 
deputy president—of “stabbing Mrs. Mandela in the 
back.” The long-standing feud between Mrs. Mandela 
and Mrs. Sisulu is well known. 


When Mrs. Mandela arrived at the conference hall on 
Friday night, not a word was spoken between the two, 
who at some stage sat next to each other. 


Mrs. Mandela was said to be very upset by her defeat but 
did not contest the deputy Presidency. She was elected as 
one of the six additional members of the executive. 


The media were barred from the De Beers Stadium 
grounds during heated debate on the election. 


Insiders said many delegates left before the voting 
started because of the drawn-out procedure. THE STAR 
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learnt that Western Cape delegates, leading the strong 
anti-Mandela lobby, threatened to close their branches if 
she were elected. 


Other regions were said to have told Mrs. Mandela they 
would show their support by nominating her for the 
Presidency, but wanted her to step down after that. 
[passage omitted] 


Buthelezi Questions ANC Commitment to Governing 


M1B 2904125491 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1100 GMT 29 Apr 91 


{Text} Mangosuthu Buthelezi has launched a scathing 
attack on the ANC [African National Congress]. The 
leader of the Inkatha Freedom Party has told the Kwa- 
Zulu Legislative Assembly that he agrees with a column 
by newspaper editor Ken Owen that the ANC is weak. 
demoralized and fighting for time. He has lashed out at 
ANC spokesman Saki Macozoma for saying that people 
connected to Inkatha are planning and executing vio- 
lence against the ANC. 


Buthelezi asks why there’s no evidence to back up this 
claim and others like it and also asks why the ANC has 
not brought up such allegations at the peace talks with 
Inkatha. Buthelezi questioned whether the ANC remains 
committed to making South Africa ungovernable. He 
added that he believes the ANC is trying to buy time 
until it sorts out a leadership struggle within its ranks. 


Buthelezi says he’s received information about threats to 
kill Inkatha leaders and to kidnap his own children but 
he says he will not point fingers in public at who's 
reported to have made the threats because he doesn't 
know whether or not they are true. 


Japanese Economic Group on investment in RSA 


MB2604006591 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0S00 GMT 26 Apr 91 


[Text] A stable and democratic South Africa [RSA] will 
attract large- scale Japanese investment, the leader of a 
fact finding mission of the Japanese Federation of Eco- 
nomic Organizations, Mr. (Tamotsu Yamagushi), told a 
news conference in Pretoria. With its impressive natural 
and human resources and well-developed infrastructure, 
South Africa would be the ideal gateway to the rest of 
southern Africa. However, Mr. (Yamagushi) emphasized 
that the country would begin to attract significant invest- 
ments only once investors were sure of its social and 
political stability. 


He said that in contrast with the Soviet Union, with its 
similar problems, South Africa was in the fortunate 
position of having had a long experience of a market 
economy. Mr. (Yamagushi) added that Japan and South 
Africa could double their current annual bilateral trade 
of 4,000 million rands, if South Africa’s political and 
economic situation stabilized. He said that joint ven- 
tures would be a priority once the conditions were right. 
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Mandela: Delegation’s Visit ‘Untimely’ 
MB2604134891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1344 GMT 26 Apr 91 


[Text] Johannesburg April 26 SAPA—African National 
Congress [ANC] leader Nelson Mandela said on Friday the 
exploratory visit to South Africa by Japanese businessmen 
was untimely. He was speaking after meeting the high- 
powered delegation to exchange views on the fate of 
economic sanctions against South Africa. “The Japanese 
must not act prematurely on the lifting of sanctions.” the 
ANC deputy president said. Japanese delegation leader 
and Bank of Tokyo deputy president, Mr Otsu Yamaguchi, 
said after the meeting Mr Mandela had expressed the same 
views as he had on a recent visit to Tokyo. The delegation 
leaves South Africa on Saturday. 


Soweto’s Violence Deathtoll Rises to 22 


\M1B2904115991 Johanneshure SAPA in English 
1150 GMT 29 Apr 91 


[Text] Johannesburg Apr 29 SAPA—The death toll in 
Soweto from Sunday's violence has risen to 22. police 
have confirmed. Soweto police spokesman Col Jacques 
de Vries said bodies in the state mortuary, at first 
thought to be crime victims, had been identified as 
people killed in the aftermath of the funeral of Inkatha 
leader and Diepmeadow mayor. Mr Moses Khumalo. 


Giving a breakdown of casualties, he said 10 people were 
killed near the Meadowlands stadium. one man was 
found stabbed to death at the Nancefield hostel and one 
woman was found shot dead at the Diepkloof hostel. 


Six people were killed at the Dlamini squatter camp. One 
of them was shot dead. Two people were hacked to death 
at the Dube hostel, while two more were shot dead, said 
Col De Vries. At least four people were wounded, one 
seriously. 


Police Confirm Attacks on Two Schools 29 Apr 


MB2904093191 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0800 GMT 29 Apr ¥! 


[Text] Violence is continuing on the Reef. As John 
Matham reports two schools in Alexandra have just been 
attacked: 


[Matham] Police have confirmed the attacks on 
(Mgwala) Primary School and (Minova) High School in 
the township. They say no injury figures are yet avail- 
able. ANC [African National Congress] southern Trans- 
vaal regional spokesman Ronnie Mamoepa Says a large 
group of men wearing red headbands, a practice nor- 
mally reserved for Inkatha supporters, attacked the 
schools between 9 AM [0700 GMT] and 9.15 AM [0715 
GMT]. He says a number of pupils and teachers were 
injured. According to Mamoepa the men are presently 
regrouping at an Inkatha controlled hostel in the town- 
ship. Police are on the scene to control the situation. 
Mamoepa says he believes the schools were chosen as 
soft targets because ANC self-defense units do not 
operate there. Nineteen people died in Alexandra over 
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one of the bloodiest weekends of the year. Another 10 
people died after alleged Inkatha supporters went on a 
killing spree following the funeral of murdered Diep- 
meadow Mayor Moses Khumalo in Soweto. 


29 Apr Press Review on Current Issues, Problems 
MB2904 105691 


{Editorial Report} 
SUNDAY STAR 

De Klerk Needs “Triumphs at Home’—‘‘It would be 
foolish to minimise the public-relations success achieved 
by President de Klerk on his jaunt abroad,” says the page 
14 editorial in Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR in English 
on 28 A®ril. “On the propaganda front, Mr Mandela is 
coming a very poor second.” However, Mr De Klerk still 
“needs his triumphs at home now, and a harder-nosed 
ANC [African National Congress] is not going to give 
them to him lightly. It may have been outwitted diplo- 
matically, outgunned organisationally and denied the 
instruments of power. But it still commands the support 
of huge numbers and it is not without political weapons 
and the willingness to use them. More than that, it is 
smarting, and a lot less amiable than it was a few months 
ago.” SUNDAY STAR urges De Klerk to “actually do” 
something about the violence. He also has to “push 
ahead with constitutional reform in a tense political 
climate; he has to rescue the economy from a disaster 
that looms as unemployment rises and local confidence 
wavers.” 


SUNDAY TIMES 


World Expects ANC To Negotiate—Johannesburg 
SUNDAY TIMES in English on 28 April in a page 22 
editorial states: “The world expects the ANC to engage 
in negotiations, to achieve compromise, and to co- 
operate in making South Africa the prosperous multira- 
cial democracy that it can be. Unless the ANC under- 
stands this, it is destined to find itself, rather than the 
government, subjected to isolation and rejection.” 


Hani Threats of Mass Action in Contempt of Court—A 
second editorial on the same page says Chris Hani’s 
warning in the United States that there would be “mass 
action” in the event of the conviction of Winnie Man- 
dela ‘is in contempt of his own leader and, possibly, the 
courts.” “The guilt, or otherwise, of Mrs Mandela on 
kidnapping and assault charges is for the court to decide. 
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But it is noticeable how, since the commencement of the 
trial, ANC supporters have repeatedly attempted to 
challenge the court’s status. Mr Hani’s statement this 
week is merely the latest, if most provocative.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Government, ANC, Inkatha Use Violence as Propa- 
ganda Weapon—*F.W. de Klerk must this week begin 
giving new impetus to the troubled negotiating process 
back home,” declares a page 6 editorial in Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 29 April. “So far neither 
the ANC, Inkatha, nor government—particularly certain 
Ministers—have covered themselves in glory in their 
handling of the violence. Each is using the violence as a 
propaganda weapon—painting a picture of itself as the 
victim set upon by its political opponent.” The ANC 
loses ever more credibility by arguing: “It’s all their 
doing, so they know what they have to do to stop it.” 
“Law and Order Minister Adriaan Vlok and his Defence 
colleague Magnus Malan’s diagnosis—essentially the 
opposite of the ANC’s—is no more credible. Should 
their view emerge as the government line at the summit, 
it would then be difficult to counter an ANC argument 
that the summit was, after all, no more than a propa- 
ganda ploy.” 


SOWETAN 


Call for De Klerk Address on Future Plans— 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 29 April in its 
page 8 editorial thinks “it is time De Klerk addressed the 
nation once more and that this time he does not hide 
behind things which he leaves unsaid. He should spell 
out, quite clearly, the kind of South Africa he is heading 
for, how he intends to get there and when he intends to 
start. Let the liberation movements then act accordingly. 
At least they will have a firm background against which 
to act. And let the people decide for themselves. The 
whole issue is being allowed to drift dangerously.” 


Reportage on Mandela Visit to United Kingdom 
W'A290419199] 


For reportage on the visit by Nelson Mandela, deputy 
president of the African National Congress [ANC], to the 
United Kingdom, including reports on his talks with Prime 
Minister John Major and Labor leader Neil Kinnock, 
please see the United Kingdom section of the 25 April 
West Europe DAILY REPORT and subsequent issues. 
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Angola 


UNITA Delays Signing Accord, Seeks Guarantees 


MB3004062491 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 30 Apr 91 


[Text] The documents negotiated over the past 26 days 
will not be signed today. The negotiations were sched- 
uled to end today, but Jeremias Chitunda, head of the 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] delegation, returned from London yesterday 
with new complications after meeting with Jonas 
Savimbi. UNITA has demanded further guarantees for a 
cease-fire, and is opposed to the idea of holding elections 
in Angola between | September and 30 November 1992. 
The spokesman for the Portuguese mediator admitted 
that there were difficulties preventing the signing of the 
accords today. He added that he does not when the 
Angolan peace talks will end. 


Savimbi: UNITA To Fight Until Accord Signed 


MB2904 144891 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1400 GMT 29 Apr 91 


[Text] Angolan guerrillas will continue fighting despite 
ongoing peace talks. Guerrilla leader Jonas Savimbi says 
his forces have been ordered to drive government troops 
out of positions around the key town of Luena. He says 
government efforts to retake areas near the town 
threaten the ongoing peace talks in Portugal. Savimbi 
has denied UNITA [National Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola] forces are trying to take Luena 
although they have been active around the town for the 
last month. Savimbi says his guerrillas have achieved 
their objective by paralyzing Luena’s airport and by 
preventing reinforcements from arriving. He says this 
situation will continue until the signing of a cease-fire. 


Diplomats close to the peace talks, meanwhile, say the 
talks are likely to carry on into May. 


Lesotho 


‘Bloodless Coup’ Forces Lekhanya From Office 


MB3004 104091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1016 GMT 30 Apr 91 


[By Neil Lewis] 


[Text] Johannesburg April 30 SAPA—The five-year rule 
of Lesotho military strongman Major-General Justin 
Metsing Lekhanya came to an abrupt end on Tuesday 
morning when he was forced at gunpoint to announce his 
resignation and that of his Military Council. 


The bloodless coup began at 9 AM and culminated in the 
general making the announcement in a trembling voice 
over Radio Lesotho two hours later, witnesses said. 


As yet, it is not clear who has assumed the leadership of 
the tiny mountain kingdom, but a statement in this 
regard is expected later in the afternoon. It will be 
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announced at | PM [1100 GMT], according to the editor 
of Radio Lesotho, Mr Raneo Khogang. 


Confirmation of the coup came from the general secre- 
tary of the Christian Council of Lesotho, Mr Mike Taole, 
who said two army battalions encircled Gen Lekhanya’s 
Maseru residence at 9 AM. 


“At this stage, it is not quite clear who is in charge. The 
general did not mention who was taking over in the 
speech he read out on the radio. We all listened to the 
speech, and we felt he was reading it under duress. 


“He said that in the interests of the nation, he was 
resigning to satisfy the people’s aspirations. Gen Lekh- 
anya made his speech after two army battalions sur- 
rounded his place and senior military officers had long 
discussions with him,” said Mr Taole. 


“The crisis began yesterday (Monday) when a large 
segment of the Armed Forces began a general strike in 
support of demands for higher wages. It seems Gen 
Lekhanya was able to hold on during the day. But this 
morning (Tuesday), I think the military forced him to 
change his mind,” said Mr Taole. He added that all was 
quiet in Maseru and its environs. 


Mr Khogang said a trembling Gen Lekhanya arrived at 
the radio station escorted by two regiments. He was 
trembling and did not actually read out his statement—it 
had been pre-recorded in the morning. The general 
merely sat and listened as the tape was inserted and 
played over the air. 


A local office worker, who also heard the general's radio 
speech, said most people felt confused. “It’s not certain 
who is ruling now...perhaps things will become clearer 
during the day,”’ she said. She also said the capital city 
was quiet. “Most people are just going about their 
business or staying home to see what happens.” 


Gen Lekhanya took power in a coup in 1986, ousting the 
leadership appointed by King Moshoeshoe. He then 
proceeded to strip the king of powers, culminating in the 
monarch’s forced exile in London in February last year. 


Eight months later, he invited King Moshoeshoe to return, 
but then withdrew the invitation. A new monarch, King 
Letsie III, was installed in November last year. 


Gen Lekhanya is thought to have lost considerable 
favour with Lesotho citizens last year when he was 
implicated in the death of what many believed to be a 
rival in a love triest [sentence as received]. 


Born in 1938, the former military leader entered the 
Army after leaving school and quickly rose through the 
ranks. He received further training at the Scotland police 
college in Britain and also had a stint at the US police 
academy in Washington. In 1977, he was promoted to 
the rank of major-general. He has seven military awards 
from Lesotho and abroad. According to the Who’s Who 
of Southern Africa, Gen Lekhanya is a keen fisherman, 
boxer and soccer fan. 
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It is as yet unclear what the fate of the former military 
supremo of Lesotho will be. 


Mozambique 


War-Related Activities Monitored 22-28 Apr 
MB2804 134591 


[Editorial Report] 


Following is a compilation of reports monitored by FBIS 
Mbabane Bureau from 22 to 28 April on activities 
relating to Mozambique’s internal conflict. Items are 
listed by province. Source follows each item. 


CABO DELGADO 


Over 6,500 basic-level primary school pupils in Mueda 
have been affected by the war. According to information 
received from Mueda, nine schools have been destroyed 
by the Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] 
“armed bandits.” (Maputo Domestic Service in Portu- 
guese 1730 GMT 26 Apr 91) 


GAZA 


The Mozambique Armed Forces killed 39 Renamo 
“armed bandits” in Gaza Province during the first 
quarter of this year. During the same period, the Armed 
Forces destroyed 13 “armed bandit’ camps in (Mas- 
silele), (Solene), and Lissenga. They also captured 31 
weapons, including a 60-mm mortar. (Maputo Domestic 
Service in Portuguese 1030 GMT 26 Apr 91) 


Mabalane District has lost about 50 percent of its cattle 
over the last two years. The agricultural director for 
Mabalane District has reported that cattle losses have been 
caused by drought and the war waged by the Renamo 
“armed bandits.” Mabalane District had more than 13,000 
head of cattle in 1989; it now has about 7,000. (Maputo 
Domestic Service in Portuguese 1730 GMT 27 Apr 91) 


MANICA 


A total of 52 people were freed from Renamo “armed bandit 
captivity” last week during operations carried out by 
Mozambique Armed Forces units in the Mate region, in 
southern Sussundenga District. Radio Mozambique’s corre- 
spondent in Chimoio reported that the Department for the 
Prevention of and Struggle Against Natural Disasters has 
already allocated emergency aid for those citizens. (Maputo 
Domestic Service in Portuguese 0800 GMT 24 Apr 91) 


A total of 178,000 Mozambicans are living in Zimbabwe 
because of the war. It is also believed that of this number, 
90,000 are living in rural areas and that they are not under 
the control of the Zimbabwean authorities. (Maputo 
Domestic Service in Portuguese 1730 GMT 24 Apr 91) 


MAPUTO 


The Renamo “armed bandits” recently burned a tractor 
in Matutuine District which belonged to the Masssacane 
Peasants Association. Reports from Matutuine say that 
the tractor was transporting 20 bags of corn from Bela 
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Vista town to supply a consumers cooperative in 
Pedreira. Also, 42 people who escaped “armed bandit” 
Captivity presented themselves to Matutuine authorities 
between January and mid-April. Eight of these people 
are children experiencing serious malnutrition. (Maputo 
Domestic Service in Portuguese 1030 GMT 23 Apr 91) 


Two people were killed and one was injured when a 
Mozambican Railroad [CFM]-South locomotive and 
two freight cars derailed 20 km from the South African 
border due to an act of sabotage. A CFM-South 
spokesman told Radio Mozambique that the saboteurs 
removed sections of the rails. He added that traffic on 
the line has been interrupted and that repairs will be 
completed by the afternoon of 28 April. After the derail- 
ment the train came under fire by light weapons. The 
spokesman said that the dead were a member of the 
escort unit and a civilian, while the wounded person was 
also a member of the escort unit. It will be recalled that 
a previous act of sabotage on the line occurred at the 
61-km marker on 11 April. One person was killed and 
another four were injured when ihe train was attacked 
with bazookas and light weapons. (Maputo Domestic 
Service in Portuguese 1400 GMT 27 Apr 91) 


SOFALA 


More than 40,000 people face famine in Marromeu Dis- 
trict. That district currently has some 6,000 war-displaced 
people living mostly around Marromeu town. (Maputo 
Domestic Service in Portuguese 1030 GMT 22 Apr 91) 


A Renamo “armed bandit” was captured in Chibabava 
District by the Mozambique Armed Forces. At the time 
of his capture, the “criminal” was reconnoitering Army 
positions in the district. Also, a source from the Voice of 
Combat program told Radio Mozambique in Beira that 
the armed forces killed one “armed bandit” in Goron- 
gosa District. (Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1400 GMT 23 Apr 91) 


ZAMBEZIA 


Some 65,000 people freed from Renamo captivity 
recently returned to their homes in Namacurra District. 
The citizens returned home because the military situa- 
tion in the province has improved. (Maputo Domestic 
Service in Portuguese 1730 GMT 27 Apr 91) 


* Tighter Controls Over Mineral Sales Planned 


91A4F0943G Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
24 Mar 91 p 3 


[Text] Institutions will soon be created in the country 
charged with overseeing the production and marketing of 
minerals obtained through manual extraction, such as 
precious gems and gold. The aim is to minimize the illegal 
dealing in these resources in the producing provinces. 


As DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE writes, quoting a source 
from the National Directorate of Mineral Resources in 
Maputo, during recent years large numbers of individuals 
have been producing and marketing those minerals 
without prior permission from the authorized institutions. 
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Such persons take advantage of the meager inspection 
capacity of legal agencies to amass wealth illegally at the 
cost of that industry. The Directorates of Mineral 
Resources in the provinces are struggling with a severe 
shortage of personnel and equipment for carrying out an 
efficient inspection. This situation is associated with the 
lack of security in the regions with mining operations. 


Also according to DM, in connection with the new 
measure aimed at minimizing the illegal marketing of 
precious gems and other minerals, this year nearly 60 
requests for certificates allowing traditional mining 
operations will have to be considered, compared with 
Slightly over 30 applications processed last year. 


It should be noted that the institutions to be created in 
Tete and Zambezia Provinces (the latter 1s currently 
recording many cases of illegal production and sale of 
precious and semiprecious gems), as well as Manica, are 
an important step. They will contribute to the battle 
against the trafficking of these minerals, since the autho- 
rized producers and sellers themselves will undertake to 
eliminate the illicit activities. 


* Danish Funds To Rehabilitate Tete Metallurgy 


914F0943D Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
5 Apr 91 p 3 


[Text] The Danish Agency for International Development 
(DANIDA) made an unspecified sum available to rehabil- 
itate the Tete Metallurgical Enterprise. As the director of 
that industrial production unit, Joao Carvalho, disclosed 
to the NOTICIAS agency in Beira, the amount granted has 
been used to purchase raw materials, various equipment 
and tools, as well as other materials. It has also been spent 
to implement technical assistance and to rehabilitate the 
building in which the enterprise operates. 


Addressing NOTICIAS, that industrial unit's director 
explained that the rehabilitation applies to all the areas 
making up the enterprise, specifically, a metal-working 
shop, workshops, and offices. 


He also noted that the first phase of the rehabilitation 
project has already been completed, involving the 
replacement of old machinery and the installation of new 
machines obtained through DANIDA financing. Other 
types of work were done in several sections as well. 


Furthermore, he revealed that with the first phase fin- 
ished the next step will be, among other things, to give 
the workers specialized training in the maintenance of 
the new installed equipment. 


According to our interviewee, the workers’ training is 
also associated with the necessity for exploiting the 
entire installed capacity. He remarked: “According to 
the economic feasibility study made, the enterprise could 
produce the equivalent of 300 million meticals per year. 
That sum might be exceeded over the short term.” 
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Meanwhile, during our meeting with this official we also 
learned that, although the market situation is not “favor- 
able” at present, mainly because of problems with trans- 
portation and access routes, prospects are evident for the 
foreign market in particular. “We have conducted a 
market survey, and encouraging contacts are currently 
being made: because many business firms and prominent 
individuals in Malawi and Zambia are interested in our 
products.” 


As for the national market, he told us that, because of the 
war, it 1s Currently impossible to market any products 
manufactured by this enterprise, especially in the case of 
mills. According to the same source, this situation 1s due 
to the impossibility of traveling on roads, and the 
instability in certain regions. 


Although these difficulties exist, that enterprise's 
director expressed optimism regarding the development 
of the aforementioned industrial production unit. He 
claimed: “The rehabilitation of the equipment and of 
other sectors will afford us efficient processing which, 
consequently, will lead to the desired financial stability.” 


Devoted to the manufacture of mills of various types. 
metal bridges, and other equipment, the Tete Metallurgical 
Enterprise employs 85 workers, distributed among several 
sectors. Emphasis is placed on the metal-working shop, 
which has completed the installation of three metal bridges 
intended for Niassa Province. Those bridges were ordered 
by the Niassa Construction and Water Directorate. 


* Activities Described in Maputo Parallel Market 


* Items Sold, Prices 


914F09514 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
4 Apr 91 p 2 


[Text] The preparation, sale, and consumption of meals 
outdoors 1s a threat to public health. 


A considerable number of workers from various compa- 
nies and the public in general have gathered together at the 
market stalls of the “dumba-nengue”™ of the Estrela Ver- 
melha located in the central district of this city, especially 
at lunch time, to purchase meals at low prices. The 
aforementioned market stalls are established for the prep- 
aration and sale of food at prices ranging between 500 and 
800 meticais per plate. According to what we learned on 
the spot, this business is a big threat to public health. 
Moreover, the sale of various types of appliances, many of 
them of doubtful origin, is an uncontrollable phenomenon. 


Yesterday, while making our customary rounds, we 
passed by the notorious “dumba-nengue”™ of the Estrela 
Vermelha which, according to what it has recently sold, 
is threatening to surpass the “dumba-nengue” of 
Mafalala, Compone, and Vulcano. 


It was full of people who hardly had room to move. Here 
everything is bought and sold. including food, clothing, 
appliances, television sets, videos, motorbikes, refriger- 
ators, freezers, and photographic equipment. 
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We experienced the odor of a little of everything, 
clothing, fish, boiled food, and French fries, and we 
continued until we came to the area where meals were 
being served. Three uniformed workers were standing at 
a counter in one of the stalls ready to have lunch. The 
meal consisted of rice and beans. We identified ourselves 
and asked them to chat with us; they accepted, on 
condition that they remain anonymous. 


“It appears to us that you are workers. If that is so, how 
does it happen that you are here having lunch? Does your 
company not have a social center?” we asked. 


“It is true that we are workers, and our company does have 
a social center; but we pay dearly; the minimum cost per 
main course 1s about 650 meticais, and the quantity served 
is very meager; here we pay less and, as you can see, the 
meal is well served,” replied one of them. 


“Even though I may pay less at my social center, | prefer 
to come here, for here one eats enough to have the 
strength to go back to work,” said another. 


In addition to workers of companies located near that 
area, who normally appear at lunch time, other individ- 
uals can be seen at the market stalls taking their meals or 
simply having tea accompanied with bread. 


In view of all the commotion, one can see that this is a 
very popular place, especially for individuals whose 
purchasing power is not very great. 


The meals prepared at the “dumba-nengue” stalls of the 
Estrela Vermelha consist mainly of rice and potatoes 
accompanied by beans, chicken, meat, and fish. Tea and 
coffee are never lacking. 


Threat to Public Health 


Although, on the one hand, the preparation and sale of 
food at low prices at the “dumba-nengue”™ stalls is a 
source of salvation for people who have little income, it 
should be mentioned, on the other hand, that there is a 
dangerous side to the question. 


The sadly lacking hygienic conditions under which the 
meals are prepared and sold constitute a major threat to 
public health. 


People crowded together, open market stalls, the room 
full of smoke, stench everywhere, from spoiled food, 
urine, and even feces, makes the area unsuitable for 
preparing meals and even for selling other food products. 


The situation is still more serious at this time inasmuch 
as cholera is killing many people in the country and even 
in this city. 


Since this epidemic is erupting in places where hygienic 
measures are given less attention, it is safe to say that the 
“dumba-nengue” stalls, providing optimal conditions 
for such an epidemic, are the perpetuators of this dan- 
gerous disease; and, therefore, taking one’s meals in 
those stalls is the equivalent of exposing oneself to the 
risk in question. 
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Meanwhile. 1 should be noted that precisely for the 
purpose of at least alleviating this situation, the Center 
for Prevention and Medical Examinations [CPEM] has 
made a number of appeals to the citizenry to observe the 
most basic hygienic measures: but the results show that 
these efforts are not producing the desired effect. 


Negotiating Equipment of Questionable Origin 


In addition to serving meals. the “dumba-nengue”™ of the 
Estrela Vermelha is flooded with various types of sound 
equipment, motorbikes. refrigerators, freezers, and pho- 
tographic equipment, all of which is said to be for sale at 
relatively accessible prices. 


For example. we saw a Suzuki-! 25 motorbike for sale at 
600,000 meticais and another, an MZ-250. at a price of 
750.000 meticais. 


We concluded that such equipment is of doubtful origin 
inasmuch as, in the opinion of one of the customers, one 
should think twice before making such a purchase. 


To be sure, there are some who sell their own equipment. 
but in a situation of that kind, it is difficult to tell who is 
being honest. But even in that case. some items are 
purchased. 


We also learned that a police unit, intended principally 
to detect sellers of articles or products of doubtful origin, 
has just been established in the “dumba-nengue” of the 
Estrela Vermelha. 


This scenario on the part of the Estrela Vermelha shows 
that, in fact, there is no campaign capable of combating the 
efforts of the “dumba-nengue.” This is a social develop- 
ment of the reality which is being imposed with vigor. As 
long as the “dumba-nengue”™ appears to be lawless, it will 
disappear by itself. Let us hope that time will tell. 


* Police Station Set Up 


YIAF¥ISIB Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
5 Apr 91 p2 


[Text] A police station, designed principally to detect 
sellers of articles or products of doubtful origin, has just 
been set up at the “dumba-nengue”™ of the Estrela Ver- 
melha in the country’s capital. 


According to what our reporting staff learned from 
Faruk Momade Ali, chief of the police unit in question, 
just yesterday, the first day of its activity, that unit 
confiscated seven pieces of sound equipment about to be 
sold. but with no documentation. 


Our newspaper staff went on to say that the sound 
equipment in question would be taken to the nearest 
squadron where its origin would be traced. 


According to statements made to our reporting staff by 
Faruk Momade Ali, the “dumba-nengue™ of the Estrela 
Vermelha has been the principal center for the sale of 
articles of doubtful origin, and it is for this reason that the 
aforementioned offensive has been initiated, an offensive 
which will continue until the situation 1s resolved. 
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Among the articles confiscated by the police in that area 
are sewing machines, television sets, video equipment, 
and loud speakers. However, the “dumba-nengue”™ also 
sells other things, such as motorbikes. 


* Doctors Without Borders Start Work in Maputo 


9]4F0897C Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
15 Mar 91 p 3 


[Text] More than 150,000 people in Maputo city and 
province will this year benefit from medical assistance. 
thanks to the beginning of operations, in those two sections 
of the country, of a new joint Spanish-Swiss nongovern- 
mental organization, Doctors Without Borders. 


The coordinator of these services, Jose Maria Echevar- 
ria, who provided us this information, added that this 
number primarily includes war refugees and victims of 
natural disasters in the province. 


In Maputo city, the Spanish-Swiss uwongovernmental 
organization will focus its activities on attending to 
patients at Jose Macamo General Hospital, in what will 
constitute a prolongation of the Spanish Cooperation 
project, which until then had been operating in that 
hospital facility. 


According to Jose Echevarria, after the replacement of 
some infrastructure by the Health Ministry, in collabo- 
ration with Spanish Cooperation, the new nongovern- 
mental organization will provide six doctors specializing 
in public health to that facility, to carry out health 
activities not only at Jose Macamo but also at other 
locations such as Infulene, Bagamoio, and Catembe. 


The first phase of this new organization’s work in 
Maputo Province covers the districts considered by the 
Health Ministry to be top priority, specifically Moamba 
and Manhica, with activities possibly being extended to 
other zones in the near future, according to the coordi- 
nator of the services. 


Thus in Moamba Doctors Without Borders will work to 
rehabilitate the local health center, destroyed 2 years ago 
by the armed bandits, with a view to transforming it into 
a rural hospital within a few years. 


But according to Jose Echevarria, until the infrastructure 
at the health center is rehabilitated, the organization he 
leads will provide medical assistance to the most needy. 
As an example, Echevarria said that the majority of 
wounds resulting from attacks perpetrated by the armed 
bandits on the railroad and highway linking Moamba to 
Ressano Garcia had been treated by that organization. 


“Once a week we go to Ressano Garcia, Sable, and 
Corumana to provide health assistance to the popula- 
tions,” said the Doctors Without Borders coordinator. 


Making an estimate of how many people will benefit 
from the assistance of this nongovernmental organiza- 
tion, the source admitted the possibility of attending to 
some 75,000 individuals, including 15,000 children, 
34,000 refugees, and other population groups. 
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In Manhica district, where Doctors Without Borders will 
also operate, courses and lectures will be given on health 
education and other activities related to health. 


According to Jose Echevarria, the joint Spanish-Swiss 
nongovernmental organization should operate on the 
basis of a contract renewable every two years with the 
Ministry of Health. Also included in the programs is the 
extension of health assistance to other districts to be 
indicated by the Health Ministry and even other prov- 
inces, such as Sofala and Cabo Delgado. 


* Agricultural Potential of Infulene Valley Noted 


YIAFO914A Maputo TEMPO in Portuguese 
17 Mar 91 pp 10-17 


{Article by Domingos Alberto: “Land Exploitation not 
(yet) Complete”: first paragraph is TEMPO introduction] 


[Text] About 5.000 peasants and farmers are currently 
involved in the growing of vegetables and cereals and the 
breeding of small animals in the Infulene Valley. Today 
that area is seen as a “life preserver” for agricultural and 
livestock production by the family. private. and cooper- 
ative sectors for consumption and for supplying 
Maputo’s inhabitants. It includes lands that are not yet 
being exploited because of their unsuitable conditions, 
but officials of the Valley Project are concerned about 
the situation and calling on users not to grow crops that 
are inappropriate for the time of year. 


The basin located in the low-lying portion of the Infulene 
Valley about 3 km from the capital, Maputo, occupies an 
area estimated at about 500 hectares and extends from 
the Luis Cabral neighborhood (on the rail line to Res- 
sano Garcia) to the Bagamoio neighborhood. 


Although part of the area is not yet being exploited 
because of the physical condition of the ground, the zone 
is regarded as the city’s green belt, and its high ground is 
productive, a fact that contrasts with the situation in the 
lowlands, which are slightly underexploited. The reasons 
why the users who devoted themselves to reclaiming that 
land have abandoned it have to do with charges that it is 
salty and subject to flooding by rainwater. 


Uulization of the land existing along the canal is a 
consequence of the completion of drainage work by the 
city of Maputo during the mid-1980's. Exploitation of 
the land in the basin began in 1986 with the completion 
of that work in the Bagamoio neighborhood. 


The development and use of the basin became possible 
thanks to the intensive involvement of peasants in the 
campaign to eliminate the reeds existing in that locality. 
The campaign was directed by the Project Office and 
consisted of mobilizing that group of farmers to clean up 
the banks of the canal. The participants in the cleanup 
project worked arduously, and as compensation, each of 
them was given a plot of land. 


That initiative, the effect of which was to benefit thou- 
sands of farmers and peasants in an area that had formerly 
been almost abandoned, is due to the need and demand for 
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locations suitable for agriculture as a result of the war. 
which is tearing the country to pieces and forcing people to 
move from their home areas to the c:ties. 


The project for developing the valley basin was designed 
by Italian experts working in our country. who came up 
with a plan for converting the areas along the canal! into 
productive land. To do so. they chose an approach 
requiring no financial expenditure and involving the 
future beneficiaries in the work. The proyect’s advisers 
received close cooperation from the inhabitants (peasants). 
who needed parcels of land on which to engage in their 
activity. 


The land in question varies in structure. In the low-lying 
area, the stretch of land between the Inhagoia neighbor- 
hood and the road leading to the Moamba District ts 
peaty. In the section located along the avenue near the 
2M [not further identified] brewery. the ground ts higher 
and sandy in character with a layer of organic matter. 
The other areas of high ground throughout the basin are 
fertile and suitable for agriculture and stockraising. 


It was that array of information concerning the situation 
in the basin which made it possible to carry out the work 
of utilizing the land in thai locality. The idea of trans- 
forming it is laudable and has benefited many peasants 
by enabling them to enjoy the use of the land. 


Valley Production and Its Requirements 


When the basin first began to be used for producing 
vegetables and cereals by the various sectors. the peas- 
ants followed the timetables for cultivation based on the 
time of year. But as soon as some farmers discovered 
that vegetables were more profitable than cereals in 
terms of marketing, they decided to produce vegetables 
year-round. 


This is occurring in the case of some farmers who have 
land in the low-lying areas. They complain that the canal 
gates are not opened and closed as regularly as they 
should be. But the others. who follow the seasons of the 
year with respect to the rainy season, say that the 
floodgates are opened and closed normally. 


Talking about the use of the canal basin to produce 
various products for consumption and for supplying the 
inhabitants of the capital led us to the idea of learning a 
little about the situation of the peasants and farmers who 
devote their daily lives to growing products which are 
basically useful to all of us 


The low-lying area of the Infulene Valley was once 
covered with reeds and water, according to Joao Cossa. 
who was explaining the former condition of the place 
where, when he was contacted by TEMP. he and his 
family were engaged in sowing rice after transplanting it. 


Joao Cossa said that development of the low-lying area 
of the valley basin was due to “our involvement and 
cooperation in the work of cleaning up the area.’ He 
emphasized that “it was we. the peasants organized and 
led by the neighborhood and project structures. who cut 
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the reeds and later settled in the vicinity of the canal as 
a way of eliminating them.” 


Joao Cossa said that the work of eliminating the reeds 
resulted in compensation by the Project Office. which 
distributed land to those who had participated in the 
campaign to eliminate that grass. which 1s harmful to the 
land. He said that “this plot of land that I have ts the 
product of my sweat.” 


Discussing this year’s crops. he said there was a prospect of 
good production. But he mentioned the losses suffered 
during the first seeding periods. when the fields were 
flooded by rain. “The seed fields were successful. and that 
is why we are planting.” Joao Cossa has been working as a 
farmer in the valley basin since 1988. and his parcel of land 
1S close to the bridge on the road to Machava. 


Alongside the road where the 2M Brewery is located. we 
spoke with Jose Bila. who has a parcel of land on high 
ground. He produces vegetables such as lettuce. onions. 
squash, nhemba beans. and so on. He said he grows those 
products for consumption and sa'e. He added that he 
works his farm with the help of his family. 


During our conversation. Jose Bila told us that last 
November, he was unable to harvest any ~egetables 
because of the rain, which had washed away the seeds. 
Besides that loss, Jose Bila is currently having to cope 
with the problem of pests. which are devastating the 
seedbeds on his farms. 


Jose Bila says that he has been a farmer since 1973 and 
that he has always engaged in that activity because he is 
from a peasant family and likes working in the fields. 


Referring to the thefts that have been committed by 
assailants carrying guns. knives, and other cutting instru- 
ments, Jose Bila said that “we have been the victims of 
constant thefts. but we have no solution because hiring 
militiamen is difficult for us, since they want money, and 
not all of us are on equal terms when it comes to the 
financial outlay necessary for meeting that expense. in 
the case of some of us.” 


On the opposite bank of the canal. we also contacted 
Ricardo Pedro, who has a farm on high ground near the 
road. He expressed concern about the thefts. saying that 
although some people have watchmen. the situation is 
uncontrollable because, he said. “our watchmen do not 
have firearms.” 


That opinion was also expressed in that same part of the 
basin by peasants Julieta Cumbane and Luis Muianga. 
Julieta Cumbane, who said she was a native of Inharrime 
in Inhambane. even laughed at the situation, saying that 
“where I come from, the big thieves on the farms are 
monkeys and partridges, but here the situation is different. 
Thievery on these farms 1s the work of people. That 1s why 
the problem 1s even more serious.” she emphasized. 


Discussing his life as a farmer, Ricardo Pedro said that 
“[ have been a farmer since 1983, and I began working in 
the fields at the age of 14 on a family farm in the Luis 
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Cabral neighborhcod. Later, | moved to the Acordos de 
Lusaka neighborhood but stuck to the same activity. I 
stayed there 4 years, and finally I obtained my own land 
here, where I have now been for 2 years.” 


Ricardo Pedro also mentioned the problem related to the 
acquisition of seed and insecticides, which according to 
him are currently obtained through the Agrarian House. 
He said the system did not work, since “there are times 
when we cannot get those products in the necessary 
quantities, and then we have to turn to other sources. 
such as the black market.” 


Flooding Worries Farmers 

Inacio Muianga, who identified himself as being a gov- 
ernment employee and the owner of a parcel of land, 
said: “I have been here in the valley since 1986. I have 
been growing vegetables since 1983." He added that 
what concerns him is flooding by the canal. It should be 
pointed out that his farm is located in the valley's 
low-lying area. 


“Recently we have had flooding even though there has 
been no major rainfall, and that has hampered our 
activity in the area, since we are vegetable producers,” 
Inacio Muianga explained. 


After that introduction, he related a little of the history 
having to do directly or indirectly with the situation in 
the valley. Here is what he said: “Betore the canal was 
cleaned out, we suffered from flooding, but now that it 
has been cleaned out, the situation is the same. What 
surprises me is that the intensity of the flooding is getting 
steadily worse compared to the time when the canal had 
not been cleaned out.” 


On the same subject, Inacio Muianga emphasized that 
the flood problem “is worrying all of us who have farms 
in the low-lying areas precisely because they (the floods) 
are bigger and more extreme now than they were when 
there were no floodgates. The floodgates were supposed 
to regulate the water level so as not to harm the crops.” 


According to Inacio Muianga, the situation led them “to 
seek the cause of the problem and so, since we knew that 
there was a controller appointed by the Project Direc- 
torate, we contacted him to find out how things worked.” 


When contacted by Inacio Muianga and other farmers, 
the controller said he could not say anything about the 
matter and added that the only person who could answer 
their questions was the project engineer. 


When the project engineer was contacted, he informed 
the farmers that “‘at this time of the year, the appropriate 
crop for the season must be grown, and in this case, for 
agronomic reasons, that crop 1s rice.” 


Those agronomic reasons also have to do with the 
structure and composition of the soil. In addition, 
salinity and other variables also continue to exist, and 
they must be taken into account to ensure the fertility of 
the soil, which requires a certain amount of care. 
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What the Project Office Says 


The project engineer, Sergio Gorrino, explained that the 
canal in question presents different situations along its 
course. It presents differing structures and characteris- 
tics. It passes through high and low ground with strata of 
organic matter known as peat. 


According to Gorrino, peat is undecomposed organic 
matter that includes a mixture of many materials such as 
more or less carbonized or dry plant matter constituting 
the soil of the basin as well as its strata. 


*“Ground with those characteristics must be maintained 
with the shallow water level considered normal.” said 
Sergio Gorrino, who emphasized that “this must be done 
to prevent the flow of water from drying up, because 
drying out will lead to the compaction and decomposi- 
tion of its strata, and that will cause it to subside or drop 
lower than its current level.” 


Sergio Gorrino pointed out that to prevent that. it is 
necessary to place limits on the kinds of crops that can be 
grown in peaty ground during certain seasons of the year, 
chiefly summer, that being the rainy season when it is 
compulsory to grow rice. If that is not done, what can 
happen is that after a period of time, the worst may occur, 
meaning the disappearance of arable land in the basin. 


According to the engineer, rice must be grown in the 
summer on land next to the canal, while vegetables and 
other cereals such as corn can be grown along the canal in 
winter. 


Without the floodgates, the ground in the valley basin 
would be subject to invasion by the tides, according to 
the hydraulic engineer, who added that the gates prevent 
salty water from entering. He emphasized that rainwater 
plays a very important role that consists of flushing the 
ground, which is salty in some places. That process 
occurs when the drainage system pumps water to the sea. 


The director of the hydraulic section of the Infulane 
improvement project, Mateus Mabote, said that people 
who were growing crops inappropriate for the time of year 
were not following the established timetable for producing 
their goods according to the seasons of the year. 


He said that at present, “we are in a season when, for 
reasons having to do with agronomic matters, the only 
crop that should be under cultivation in the low-lying 
areas is rice.” Mateus Mabote said that users of the land 
should observe the timetable and grow rice so as not to 
run the risk of losing their crops. 


Discussing the opening and closing of the floodgates, 
Mateus Mabote said that “we have done this in accordance 
with certain rules based on internal standards whsoe 
purpose is to benefit the majority of the basin’s users, who, 
incidentally, are the peasants and farmers.’ He added that 
“the people doing the complaining are trying to defend 
individual interests because they want to produce vegeta- 
bles, a product enabling them to bring in big profits.” 
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The question of profit was also referred to by the 
engineer, who said that growing rice on the low-lying 
land along the canal in the summer makes 11 possible to 
ensure the soil’s fertility in that area and explained that 
“our concern is to convince people to grow the crops 
appropriate to each season of the year so as not to 
endanger the fertility of the soil.” He emphasized that 
doing so would prevent any phenomenon leading to 
depletion of the soil, which is on the path to recovery. 


As far as cleanup work is concerned, the hydraulic 
engineer says that there is a collective which has been 
cooperating in that work, considering that this basin 
came about thanks to the backing of ordinary people. 
According to him, it is the work collectives which 
organize the inhabitants for al. the work of opening and 
cleaning the channels and the canal itself. And that, 
according to him, is what has made 1t possible to use the 
water in the canal today. 


For his part, Mateus Mabote said that the project was 
operating in close cooperation with the inhabitants, spe- 
cifically the peasants and farmers. He pointed out that 
there were four people connected with the canal who were 
superintendents and that the inhabitants also had canal 
superintendents in their associations and commissions. 


On the subject of underutilized land, Mateue Mabote 
expressed his concern, saying that those lands jeopardize 
the system for utilizing the area because “the land was 
assigned to people, and we do not know why they are not 
exploiting the land.” 


Namibia 


* Survey of Mining Sector, Production 
9/AFO9S2A Windhoek THE TIMES OF NAMIBIA 
in English 5 Feb 91 pp 5-6, 8 


{Article by Chris Coetzee: “The Face of an Economy”™] 


[Text] “As a result of the lifting of sanctions, exports of 
mining products are expected to grow by 9.7 percent in 
1990, 3.2 percent in 1991 and 2.5 percent in 1992. 
Favourable prices have recently increased export earn- 
ings of most base metals and precious metals,” are 
perhaps the most outrageous of the claims made in the 
“Background Document.” 


The mining sector accounts for 28 percent of the GDP 
[gross domestic product] and seventy percent of the 
export earnings. The viability of mining has to be mea- 
sured against two assumptions: 


*That production can be balanced against the weak 
exchange rate of the Rand—an assumption which cannot 
be taken for granted. Oversupply on a weak world 
market could tip the delicate balance in favour of dis- 
continuation of production. 


*Wage demands would have to keep to a slow pace, if there 
is a decrease in production—as will become clear. recent 
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experience shows an absence of guarantees that the gov- 
ernment will not force mining to retain unproductive 
labour or insist on its replacement by the less skilled. 


In failing to take these issues into account, the “Back- 
ground Document” stands accused of misleading by 
omission. 


But what is the real picture? The real picture is so 
completely different from that painted in the “Back- 
ground Document” that it is hard not to accuse the 
compilers of wilful misrepresentation. 


Diamonds 
There has been a 19 percent decline in production over 
the last nine months. 


A spokesman from CDM admitted the decline. but 
foresaw a recovery during the next financial year. He. 
however, stressed that the company was not aiming al a 
big increase in productivity. 


The decline in production was mainly due to technical 
problems, a lower ore body than predicted, and a grand- 
scale increase in theft (coupled with workers’ resistence 
towards internal security). 


The recovery was predicted from the Auchas and Eliza- 
beth Bay projects coming into production, while small 
pockets outside the diamond area would contribute to 
increased productivity. 


Apart from labour problems and uncertainty about a labour 
policy, the prospects for diamond production appeared 
considerably better than other major mining sections. 


Its problems with labour, however, tell much the same 
story. 


Arising from a combined Police and Company search of 
workers’ accommodation on September 14 (during 
which a large amount of stolen diamonds were recov- 
ered), CDM experienced a two-day wild cat strike on 
September 21 and 22. 


This action was in contravention of the agreement 
between the company and the Mineworkers Union of 
Namibia [MUN], and disciplinary steps were taken 
against the strikers. 


The MUN then presented the management with a list of 
unreasonable demands on the disciplinary action. 
Although a number of meetings took place in an effort to 
find a compromise, the dispute continued. 


CDM at this stage requested the appointment of an 
independent arbitrator, as arbitration would have been a 
quicker way of solving the dispute. 


The MUN, instead, pressed for the appointment of a 
conciliation board which would have prolonged the 
dispute. On January 29 the Cabinet gave approval for 
the appointment of a reconciliation board, consisting of 
five members from each party. 
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From Oranjemund, there were problems with the govern- 
ment’s refusal to renew work and residence permits. Here, 
the residence permit of a middle management employee 
was not renewed by the Ministry of Home Affairs, despite 
appeals to the office of the Prime Minister. 


Uranium 


The production of Rossing has been running at 20 
percent of its capacity output, at 5,000 tons. It is gener- 
ally expected that the Board meeting in March will 
approve a 25 percent cut-back in production, for at least 
the next three years. 


Some members of the government prefer to regard the 
problems as after-effects of the pre-independence sanc- 
tions, as a “bridging period” until long-term customers 
can be found. Contracts with France and Japan have 
been menuoned, but without any concrete offers being 
forthcoming. 


Rossing’s own explanations for the slump, however, 
differ in important respects from that of the government. 
This difference reflects the government's consistent 
ignoring of the fact that the opening of the Eastern Bloc 
may have domestic disadvantages, that new trade and 
investment preference areas have opened up, with well- 
developed infrastructures and manpower better skilled 
when compared to that of Namibia. Yet, the uranium 
production is a case in point, for not ignoring the Eastern 
Bloc as a new economic reality, effecting even Namibia. 


The in-house explanation mentioned stockpiled supplies 
from Russia and the former Eastern Germany becoming 
available on the open market. These supplies are esti- 
mated as “anything from 100,000 to 200,000 tons,” and 
are available below Rossing’s production costs. These 
new supplies drastically reduced the possibility of 
Rossing obtaining any of the long-term contracts. 


Rossing has already been forced to lay off employees, 
with retrenchment taking effect at the end of April. The 
retrenchment has been confined to staff “non-vital to 
production,” but ti is impossible not to see large scale 
retrenchments in the near future. This would certainly 
bring the Rossing management into direct confrontation 
with the Mineworkers Union of Namibia. 


Rossing is currently involved in a labour dispute with 
MUN. The dispute arose from an offer by Rossing of a 
10.5 percent wage increase, whereas the MUN 
demanded between 44 percent and 26 percent. The 
government denied a reconciliation board application by 
Rossing, in favour of an application by the MUN which 
not only involves salary matters, but a wide range of 
other disagreements as well. 


The government's decision to grant the MUN’s applica- 
tion is currently the issue of an urgent injunction in the 
High Court. Rossing argues that protracting the dispute 
to include issues additional to the wage dispute will, 
among other objections, endanger industrial peace by 
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suspending individual employees in a state of uncer- 
tainty and impede budgetting for future expenditure. as 
a wage hike would run into millions of rand [R]. 


Copper and Related Base Metals 


From March, the real decline in the copper price had 
been 17 percent, bringing the decline since January 1989 
to 32 percent. Lead declined by 40 percent since March. 
Silver 1s at its lowest level in 14 years. 


The R5.06 million quarterly profits of the troubled Gold 
Fields (Namibia), owners of Tsumeb Corporation which 
is the biggest producer of copper and lead. were turned 
into an after tax loss of R1.05 million for the December 
quarter. These declines could, partly. be explained by the 
slack world commodity market. 


Output of copper declined to 7,525 tons from 8,199 tons. 
lead to 6.148 tons from 8.929 tons. and silver from 22 
tons to 20 tons. 


At the same time, it was announced that the copper mine 
at Tsumeb would no longer be profitable and might close 
in 1993, unless the world price increased dramatically. 


The management promised to make good the closure of 
Tsumeb, by opening a new copper mine at Tshudi— 
although samples showed that the 8 million ton ore body 
would only allow the mine to break even, given no 
further decline in copper prices. Since then, serious 
doubts have been expressed about the viability of the 
Tshudi development, as it has been estimated that R150 
million will have to be spent before the mine could be 
operational. 


GFSA [Gold Fields of South Africa] Board Chairman 
John Hopwood, in explaining the profit decrease for 
Gold Fields (Namibia), said that Namibian indepen- 
dence affected production adversely, as the morale of 
skilled workers decreased and the expectations of the 
unskilled workers rose dramatically. 


Both sides were “not on the job.” What did Hopwood 
mean by that? Simply that the non-resident skilled 
labour from Tsumeb Corporation were turned into early 
victims of an unarticulated government “policy” of 
refusing to renew residence and work permits. These 
workers had to perform under the cloud of eviction. 


On January 22, the TCL [Tsumeb Corporation Limited] 
management warned that sections of the mine were facing 
closure, should the Ministries of Labour and Home Affairs 
not relent by renewing permits for skilled non-resident 
workers who had been given 2! days to leave the country. 
A few years ago TCL opened an apprentice school, at a cost 
of Ri.? million and with an annual intake of 70 appren- 
tices, to replace non-residents with Namibian skilled 
workers. It, however, met with mixed success. 


The rise in expectations among the unskilled work force 
was manifested in wage demands which could not be 
balanced against the decreased world price and output, 
and caused the company to threaten withdrawal from 
Namibia. 
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A protracted wage dispute between the MUN and TCL 
was settled last week, after the MUN initially demanded 
wage increases of up to 70 percent. It then lowered the 
demand to 53 percent, but the Union, eventually, settled 
for an average 15.6 percent increase for 3,600 workers. 


The dispute has, however, only been postponed, with a 
resumption of the dispute on Saturday. During a visit of 
the Prime Minister, it was reported that an MUN official 
accused TCL of using unemployment as an instrument 
to enforce apartheid practices. 


The TCL workers only accepted the Corporation's 15.6 
percent increase, after the Corporation turned down 
“reasonable proposals” from the MUN, because of the 
unemployed waiting to take their places. The official 
(who allegedly earns R5,000 per month at the mine) 
accused TCL of paying starvation wages. 


Tin 

In September, the Iscor [South African Iron and Steel 
Corporation]-subsidiary Im-cor’s Uis tin mine 
announced its closure, which would involve the 
retrenchment of 500 mineworkers, two years after the 
other and bigger tin mines in Damaraland, Met-rex’s 
Tintan, ceased production. 


The tin production came to an end, due to the decrease 
in the price of tin by half which made further exploita- 
tion unprofitable. 


The last workers were paid off in January. 


Gold 


The Navachab Mi:ne near Karibib, with an output of 
60,000 ounces, is not much of an economic factor in the 
overall economic situation. Although the mine has done 
better than budgetted, there are general complaints 
about a market which fluctuates on a lower than 
expected scale. There are new deposits which could come 
into production in about two years time. 


How does the government react to facts like these? 
Leaving aside the cheap political insults which have 
studded ministerial reaction, Deputy for Mining Helmut 
Angula in December admitted “a marginal fall” in 
mining, but that the “the figures will be more positive in 
the coming years.” 


He even rebutted the managing director of Rossing, by 
saying, “Rossing Uranium has never produced uranium 
to the capacity of 5,000 tons yearly.” He referred to 
“more jobs in the pipeline following a recent agreement 
with Japan” to buy Namubian uranium, but nowhere 
could confirn «tion be obtained that Japan had com- 
mitted itself to the purchase of Namibian uranium. 


Since then, Rossing’s actions and statements have 
denied everything Angula had to say. 


Another reaction typical of the government is to 
announce the discovery of new mineral and metal 
resources, without indicating in any way whatsoever 
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whether possibilities for exploitation exist. There are no 
estimates of development cost, infrastructural develop- 
ment and time tables before exploitation can stan. We 
couldn’: determine whether any feasibility studies had 
been conducted, while some “new” deposits had already 
been discovered during the German colonial times. 


“Oil and Gas™ 


The “Background document” is full of this kind of state- 
ment: The off-shore Kudu Gas Field is said to be “between 
4 and 5 tumes the size of the South Afncan Mossel Bay 
Field.” We could get no firm or even probable evidence to 
this effect, and the statement 1s to be relegated to the realm 
of myth. 


As for other claims on the presence of oil and gas: Not 
until more information is available. can it be anything 
but speculation. 


Zambia 


* Kaunda, \1MD ‘Corruption’ Contrasted 


91AFO0964C Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
I Mar9ipl 


[Unattributed editorial] 


[Text] Yesterday we sent a message of goodwill to the 
MMD [Movement for a Multiparty Democracy]. We did 
so in the spirit of our Navona! Anthem: One land and 
one nation 1s our cry. 


Today we are a sad lot to learn that this political party 
that makes highly touted claims about a fresh start 
should be rocked by a financial scandal. Well, the old 
saying puts it correctly when it says “people who live in 
glass houses should not throw stones.” That our brothers 
and sisters in this party should manifest financial cor- 
ruption even outside corridors of power is a matter for 
all well meaning Zambians to ponder. 


At least the record of UNIP [United National Indepen- 
dence Party] before it formed a Government because of 
the forthrightness of Kenneth Kaunda and some of his 
colleagues such as Simon Mwansa Kapwepwe was 
simply impeccable. We know that one of the reasons of 
the formation of ZANC [expansion not given] was a 
protest against financial mismanagement in ANC 
[African National Congress]. 


The nation is passing through a very difficult time now. 
For this reason the people of Zambia must watch carefully. 


It would appear to us that the startling revelations at the 
MMD convention show that Zambians have not learned 
their lesson over the years. The question of integrity that 
has been raised at this convention, one which we have 
hammered several times in this column, should not only 
be talked about but be demonstrated by completely 
refusing public fora to charlatans. 


Accordingly, we appeal to the people of Zambia to refuse 
to be hoodwinked hy demagogues. 


tv 
tv 


In contrast President Kaunda’s tour of the slums of 
Lusaka which drew countless numbers of these residen- 
tial areas was refreshing as it was nol an exercise in 
politicking. He met the poor to ensure projects carned 
out for them were operational. 


Moreover. he officially unctioned the glorious Social 
Action Programme: A practical example of politics in 
action. 


We wish the President well in this undertaking. At the 
same time we echo his concern over leaders in the ruling 
party who easily fall prey to the temptation to only visit 
and inspect projects. His call for taking off jackets. 
rolling up sleeves and replacing high heeled shoes with 
gum boots should be carried to the letter. 


Let no one undermine the noble example shown by the 
President by continuing to walk on the well worn paths of 
leading by remote control. We say this because we saw how 
glad the slum dwellers were to meet their head of state. 


This certainly was a bright spot against the background 
of the sad news of corruption in MMD circles. 


Zimbabwe 


* Beira Corridor Cargo 69 Percent Zimbabwean 


YIAF0971D Harare THE HERALD-BUSINESS 
HERALD in English 7 Mar 91 p 22 


[Text] The latest issue of the BCG [Beira Corridor 
Group] Bulletin reports that the total cargo moved 
through the port of Beira grew by 4 percent, in the first 
nine months of last year. 


Of the Total Cargo moved through the port. Zimba- 
bwean traffic accounted for 69 percent of the total. The 
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Bulletin said the significant increase in Zimbabwean 
exports was mainly the result of an increase im maize 
shipments which went up to 90.000 tonnes as compared 
to about 18.000 the previous year 


Malawi registered a 45 percent increase in its usage of 
the port mainly the result of an increase in its sugar 
exports. Zambian usage declined in terms of both 
imports and exports 


This was largely due to a reduction in copper exports 
through that route as alternative routes were opened up 
and also because imports of jute bags had not taken place 
after 1989 


“Mozambican traffic declined during the period to the 
extent that Zimbabwe is now the major user for both dn 
cargoes and fuel.” the journal pointed out 


Container traffic dropped by 4.5 percent. with a decrease 
in Zimbabwean cotton exports resulting from low pro- 
ducer prices and defective seed 


It was not expected that there would be significant 
increases im container traffic until the new container 
terminal 1s phased into operation from the last quarter of 
199] 


The railway moved a total of 850,000 tonnes of goods 
during the year. a 30 percent increase over that of the 
previous year. 


On the National Railways of Zimbabwe-operated sec- 
tion, an average of 1.4 trains were operated in both 
directions each day 


On the journey to Beira, 93 percent of wagons were 
loaded as compared with only $0 percent from Beira. 
thus highlighting the imbalance between exports and 
imports. 


Cargo Through Beira Port 


Exports Imports Cabotage Tota 
1990 | 1989 if 1990 if | 1990 | 1989 T 1990 1989 
+ + + + + — —— — 
Dry Cargos 
4 adhe 4 4 4 ad wt .e . 
Botswana == om $8 | ome a Ss ’ 
+ > ~ + > + + ——___+__________— 
Mala») 28.0 274 90 = -_ 17 39 
Mozamb.que is4 194 aay 1287 118! 2M 2749 
> ~_ — + + + - —_—_—_—_—_- —_>——__ —_ 
Zama 498 774 27.4 _ _ 77.3 91> 
> > +> > — > - +> —_—— 
Zimbabwe 166.2 979 844 = -_ sO 4 197 3 
> > - + > + + —~_—_____ + — _ 
262.4 222.1 2185 2589 128.7 118] 406 4 $99 | 
+ + + + — + + > 
Fuels 
” + + +— + - _— ee 
Malas) — == 30 —_ = 3 _ 
+ + + + du + + ——— 7 
Mozambique — _ 449 _ = 449 65 
" , 4 4 4 4 , 2 a... 
Zimbabwe _ | _ 640.5 $926 _ _ 640.5 $92 6 
> — - — . + + —_—_—— 
= — 688 4 64° 6 —_ a= Aenea 647 4 
t t + + + a ++ - 
Total 262.4 | 222.1 903.9 | 906.5 128 tLe 129580 | 244 
-% i ies — ie le -’ — a 


4\| figures in thousands of metnc tonnes 


BPAC [expansion not given] Meeting for 9 months to 30 September 1990 
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* University Bill Prompts Faculty Protests 


* Minister ‘Unmoved’ by Petition 
91/AF0970A Harare THE HERALD in English 
16 Mar 9i p 1 


[Text] The Minister of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary 
Affairs, Cde Emmerson Mnangagwa, said yesterday that 
the government will not be moved to scrap the Univer- 
sity Amendment Bill. He described it as one of the best 
pieces of legislation Parliament had come up with. 


Speaking on ZBC television news last night, the Minister 
said the Bill would actually enhance the position of 
University authorities. 


He was responding to a petition published in a Harare 
newspaper protesting against the Bill which was soon to 
become law. The Bill, said the petition, would seriously 
damage he University and would prevent it from playing 
its proper role in national development. Cde Mnangagwa 
said he would not be moved by that sort of challenge. 


* Lecturer’s Comment 


91AF0970B The FINANCIAL GAZETTE in English 
22 Mar 91 p 4 


{Article by A. P. Reeler, a lecturer in the Department of 
Psychiatry, University of Zimbabwe] 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] To a large extent, the 
modern university only came into existence because of 
the prevailing conditions of social and political freedom. 


Thus, it is of considerable importance when a law, such as 
the University Amendment Act of 1990, is promulgated, 
and it appears that a law, such as the University Amend- 
ment Act, may restrict this social and political freedom. It 
is important to consider whether such a law contributes to 
social and political freedom, to the open society. 


The Minister of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs 
believes that the University Amendment Act is one of the 
best pieces of legislation that Parliament has come up with 
according to the article in THE HERALD of 16 March. 


The same day saw the publication of a protest by the 
Association of University Teachers (AUT) against the 
same piece of legislation, and their view would seem to 
be the polar opposite of the minister. Respected aca- 
demic, Professor Cheater has recently examined the 
reasons behind this conflict: to understand, as she puts it: 
“Why should the government of the Republic of Zim- 
babwe seek to disgrace itself internationally by removing 
administrative and academic autonomy from one of 
Africa’s premier universities?”’ [passage omitted] 


If we consider the legal implications of the Act, can we 
consider this Act to be an example of a good law? The 
AUT has argued that the Bill will not be good law. 


It creates powers that would allow a government to directly 
influence the day-to-day running of the university, both 
through the appointment of members of the university 
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council, and the appointment of the senior officers of the 
university. It creates disciplinary procedures that violate 
the principles of fair and impartial justice, and even allows 
the situation that decisions of university bodies will 
remain valid in the absence of a required quorum. 


The effect of the law is to allow the government a very 
decided say in the affairs of the university and as Professor 
Cheater has shown, it allows government powers that were 
not even available to the white minority governments of 
the pre-independence era. Now, of course, it is open to 
government to claim that the powers of the Act are merely 
to deal with indiscipline and are only likely to be used in 
cases of extreme emergency, and this may very well be 
true. 


The Act, however, would allow much more, and it could 
give the government the power to interfere much more 
than it claims it would be interested to do. It could allow 
government the power to hire and fire, to determine the 
content of teaching courses, and even to require some 
special status for persons wishing to be part of the 
university whether as a student or lecturer. 


The arguments against the view of the minister that this 
is SO, can be very simply expressed in the final analysis: 
this is a bad piece of legislation because it allows 
sweeping and discretionary powers (both to the govern- 
ment and to the officers of the university). The law itself 
does not allow these powers to be curtailed, and very bad 
behaviour on the part of a government appointee would 
have to be legally condoned. [passage omitted] 


Thus it becomes clear that it is for pragmatic and 
political reasons that government has enacted this law. 
However, a brief examination of the objective facts 
suggests that there may be good reason to doubt the 
government's argument. 


Professor Cheater has examined this issue in some 
considerable detail, and her clear conclusion is that this 
agreement is wanting in most respects. The facts are 
quite clear: there has been student hooliganism, and 
there has been criticism of government by members of 
the university, both staff and students. 


The hooliganism and the political action are not to be 
seen as stemming from the same source, and, further- 
more, it is at least debatable whether student and staff 
activism is a reaction to government action or is the 
provocation for government action. 


It is right that government be concerned by hooliganism: 
it is cause for concern for all when citizens break the law, 
even when supporters of the ruling party break the law in 
order to create support for the government, as happened 
during the recent general election. But is it right that 
government be concerned by citizens expressing criti- 
cisms of government or its officials? 


The Minister of Higher Education, in the debate on the 
Bill, claimed that the university Amendment Act would 
enhance the autonomy and freedom of the university, 
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and now the Minister of Justice, Legal and Parliamen- 
tary Affairs claims that the legislation represents an 
exceptional piece of legislation. 


The law does not have the power, however, to solve the 
overt problem for which it was implemented: it cannot 
prevent hooliganism and lawbreaking. This must surely 
be so, and it is abundantly clear to all that no law ever 
prevents people from breaking it. 


The knowledge of laws preventing corruption or murder 
does not prevent people from being corrupt or commit- 
ting murder. A law may act as a deterrent, but most 
usually all it does is provide remedies for the breaches of 
the law and ensures that the public interest is protected, 
even if this is retrospective only. 


The Act, can have another effect: it may be able to deal 
with criticism of government, for this has also been a 
cause of concern to government, and in this respect the 
Minister of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs is 
absolutely correct in this comment. 


The University Amendment Act is an exceptionally good 
piece of legislation for curbing criticism. And the min- 
ister might well feel secure in claiming he would not be 
moved by challenges such as petitions by the Association 
of University Teachers. 


The act creates the powers absolutely to prevent criti- 
cism of the government by the university. It is singularly 
effective in this, and the power of government to nomi- 
nate a majority of the university Council, and to appoint 
the senior officials of the university (who then have 
immense and sweeping powers) will allow the govern- 
ment to have effective control over the university, even 
in the day-to-day running of the university. [passage 
omitted] 


So it seems clear that we cannot take the Minister of 
Justice, Legal ¢nd Parliamentary Affairs seriously. There 
is no evidenc< that this is good legislation, on any of the 
grounds that might be advanced. It is a poor piece of 
legislation in its constitutional characteristics, and it is a 
poor solution to a problem, if you accept that a problem 
even exists. 


It is debatable that a problem exists, except in the eyes of 
the government, for the behaviours of the university that 


FBIS-AFR-91-083 
30 April 1991 


are found to be most objectionable by the government 
are either non-specific or merely the behaviour that 
would be accepted by most as being characteristic of and 
necessary to the university. 


They are non-specific in the sense that hooliganism is an 
unfortunate occurrence wherever it occurs, but its occur- 
rence is not peculiar to the university: this Act will do 
little to prevent it, anymore than the laws or the country 
prevented political hooliganism during the last election. 
[passage omitted] 


* ‘MOTO?’ Editorial Comment 
9JAF0970C Gweru MOTO in English Feb 91 p 1 


[Text] It is not always clear when politicians are being 
Statesmen and when they are playing politics. The dis- 
tinction is important because when they are being 
Statesmen they, we believe, are putting the country and 
its people first, whereas when they are playing politics 
they are engaging in political self-preservation. The 
recent legislation in our Parliament, all characterised by 
neck-breaking speed, refers. Why the speed? 


The University Amendment Act, recently signed by the 
President, causes concern particularly to the UZ com- 
munity but not least to all Zimbabweans able to appre- 
ciate its adverse implications. The Act, obviously meant 
to silence University students once and for all and to put 
to stop to students’ demonstrations, effectively deals a 
death blow to the very concept of a University educa- 
tion. In simple terms, the Act seeks to churn out uncrit- 
ical, subservient, docile graduates. Does Zimbabwe need 
such yes-bwana academics? Apparently the ruling politi- 
cians do. And where does this leave the University 
teaching staff who are required by the Act to impart such 
a travesty of an education? 


The re-introduction of whipping as punishment for juve- 
nile offenders and hanging as lawful execution is, as has 
been pointed out by the Chief Justice, the Catholic 
Commission for Justice and Peace and many concerned 
Zimbabweans, blatantly retrogressive when it comes to 
protection of human rights. 


The Land Amendment Bill is rather tricky. Everyone 
agrees something has to be done to redistribute the land 
more equitably. What many people question is the way 
the government proposes to go about this noble mission. 


We earnestly urge the government to think again even at 
this late hour. Statesmanship first and not politics! 
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Liberia 


NPFL’s Supuwood on Post-Conference Strategy 


AB2404223491 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 24 Apr 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Now that the all-Liberia conference in Monrovia 
is over and an interim government has been set up, all 
eyes are on the rebel National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
{[NPFL] and its leader Charles Taylor, who all along has 
insisted on being president. Instead, the incumbent, 
Amos Sawyer, was sworn in at the weekend and the 
Prince Johnson faction has been given a vice presidency. 
But some posts have been left open. The Patriotic Front 
more or less walked out of the Monrovia conference. 
One of its delegates was Laveli Supuwood. He is in 
London, and Robin White asked him if there was any 
chance that they would reconsider and take up the 
vacant posts: 


[Begin recording] [Supuwood] We do not subscribe to 
allocation of power on arbitrary standards. This was 
arbitrary, it was based on no rational considerations. 


[White] So what are you going to do now? I mean, if you 
are going to join in this political process, are you going to 
go and fight? Just what can you do? 


[Supuwood] We have decided in conjuction with 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] there will be no 
further fighting. We will continue to talk until reason sets 
in. But eventually, that is not the government that we 
will subscribe to. 


[White] But they are not going to talk anymore. They 
have talked and talked and talked, and they have reached 
this agreement amongst themselves. I mean, why should 
they talk to you anymore? They are fed up with you. 


[Supuwood] This is the impression that they have created, 
that they have been talking to us. Where were they when 
they were talking to us? They were outside of Liberia until 
we created the conditions of them to come in. 


[White] You have had this conference. They have 
reached these conclusions. You have not agreed with 
that. I mean, what next? That is what I am asking. 


[Supuwood] The conference failed to achieve desired 
results because... 


[White, interrupting] It failed to achieve the results you 
wanted, but it has reached a conclusion, it has had a 
result, and you are not part of it. So what are you going 
to do? 


[Supuwood] No, we organized the conference. We were 
mandated by ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
African States] to bring this conference together, and we 
got there to find that they had in fact put together 
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altogether rules unacceptable. For example, no confer- 
ence shall proceed until the issues of conference partic- 
ipants have been decided, whereas all the regional rep- 
resentatives of Liberia have filed a petition demanding 
the right to sit and participate. Rather than disposing of 
that matter, the procedure now was telling those people 
to form a government. 


[White] It could be that these arguments are going to 
drag on and on and on right up to the next elections. If 
they do, will you take part in those elections, which are 
scheduled for October? 


[Supuwood] But who is going to organize that election? 
The election has to be organized on the consensus of all 
the Liberian people, not by political interest groups 
alone. You see, Liberia is not owned by political parties 
nor dominated by political parties. Liberia is owned by 
Liberians, and until a government represents the inter- 
ests of those Liberians, a few individuals who have a 
concept of what Liberia is could not necessarily be the 
ones to bring about peace in Liberia. The matter with... 


[White, interrupting] Mr. Supuwood, Mr. Supuwood, is 
it not obvious that what is going to happen now is 
gradually people from your areas are going to vote with 
their feet and go towards Monrovia and join in the 
political process in Monrovia and that your organization 
is gradually going to disintegrate? 


{Supuwood] This is the impression they are creating. In 
fact, people are leaving Monrovia and coming into our 
area. Do not forget that Liberia has 43,000 square miles. 
Monrovia ts just one small place in Liberia, which right 
now is not safe for most people; there is no drinking 
water. So people are running into the interior to make 
their farms, to make their gardens, to live more freely. 
Monrovia is a closed-in society, it is peninsular. Why will 
the people leave the other areas to come inside Monrovia 
when they should be leaving to go to rural areas? 
Monrovia does not produce pepper, it does not have 
palm oil, it does not have any of the basic things that 
people need to live in a city. It will be the other way 
around, I think. 


[White] I am sure you have heard that report, Mr. 
Supuwood, that suggested that you are one of the people 
who would actually like to walk with their feet and go in 
with the Monrovia government, that you were in favor of 
accepting the deal that was proposed by Sawyer and his 
people, and that Taylor stopped you. 


[Supuwood] [Laughs] Well, Robin, this is rather inter- 
esting because I have never heard this. I should say that 
I did not join NPFL under duress. NPFL reflects the 
aspirations of the Liberian people. Most of those people 
who are in Liberia now claiming to be politicians 
opposed to NPFL are people who had, prior to the 
conference, agreed with NPFL, and because they find 
their own interests threatened, they proposed to take this 
dangerous line. And I want to make a point here... 


{[White, interrupting] But you are denying that you are 
one of those who would like to quit Taylor and... 
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{Supuwood, interrupting] Clearly I am not one of the 
opportunists who will seek every avenue of escape. I am 
genuinely one of the people struggling to ensure there is 
peace in Liberia and there is democracy. [end recording] 


Mali 


Students March in Support of Government 


AB2904175391 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 29 Apr 91 


[Text] Following the student-police clashes over the 
weekend in Bamako, this morning the Association of 
Mopti Primary Schools staged a march in support of the 
Transition Committee for the Salvation of the People 
and the government. The demonstrators were received 
by Governor Tiecolo Togola, who assured them their 
demands will be taken into account but according to 
what is possible in the country. 


At the same time in Sevare, the leaders of the Associa- 
tion of Pupils and Students of Mali and of the regional 
coordinating committee were unable to control the fury 
of their demonstrating grass-root militants as these dem- 
onstrators set the city hall, police post in Sevare, and the 
police station in Mopti on fire. 


Nigeria 


Military Lobbying Over UN Post Criticized 
AB2504220291 London BBC World Service 
in English 1700 GMT 23 Apr 91 


[From “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Not everyone in Nigeria has been delighted by 
recent reports that the Nigerian Government is consid- 
ering backing a Nigerian for the post of UN secretary 
general. The rumors that two retired Army men, former 
head of state, Olesegun Obasanjo and former UN repre- 
sentative Joseph Garba, were favored as candidates, has 
brought a bitter attack from Nigerian playwright Wole 
Soyinka. From Lagos, Sola Odunfa telexed this report: 


[Begin Odunfa recording] In his strongly worded state- 
ment entitled ‘Old Soldiers and New Visions,’ released 
in his hometown, Abeokuta, Professor Soyinka said that 
it would be an anathema for Nigeria to seek to foist a 
military man onto the world body at this period when 
the democratic trend was engulfing the whole world, 
including Africa. Prof. Soyinka’s statement came in the 
wake of an ongoing tour by the Nigerian minister of 
external affairs, Major General Ikwe Nwachukwu, to 
selected world capitals to seek support for a Nigerian 
candidate to succeed U.N. secretary general, Mr. Perez 
de Cuellar. 


Although the government has not announced the name 
of the candidate, it has not denied persistent press 
reports that he would be either General Olusegun 
Obasanjo, former head of state, or Mayor General Joseph 
Garba, former permanent representative to the United 
Nations, with Gen. Obasanjo as the prefered candidate. 
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Both men have retired from the Army. In his statement, 
Prof. Soyinka described the two men as progenies of the 
abnormal phenomenon of military adventurism on the 
African continent. He said that whatever position they 
had attained was the result of unfair competition created 
by military's muscle which was now being rendered 
impotent by popular uprisings all over Africa. He said, 
and | quote, a military government whose Ministry of 
External Affairs is also headed by a member of the 
transient club should not embark on a campaign for 
imposing one of their members on the highest decision- 
making body of our globe. It would therefore be an 
embarrassing escalation of the military tradition of job 
for the boys. 


Prof. Soyinka conceeded that both Gen. Obasanjo and 
Garba were capable and experienced in international 
affairs, but he said that their military background was a 
drawback. He urged the government to chose a candi- 
date from the large number of equally qualified Nige- 
rians outside the military. [end recording] 


Cameroon Forces Reportedly Torture Fishermen 


AB2504131491 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 23 Apr 91 


[Text] The Federal Government has been asked to halt 
the molestation of Nigerian fishermen by Cameroonian 
gendarmes. The Nsobong [traditional ruler’s title] of 
Oyo, Chief Michael Ogweka, made the request today 
when President Ibrahim Babangida paid him a courtesy 
call on his arrival in Akwa Ibom State. Chief Ogweka 
disclosed to the president that many fishermen have 
been arrested and tortured by Cameroonian security 
agents while fishing in Nigerian waters. He argued that 
since fishing was a major occupation of many indigenes 
of the state, it was important that the Federal Govern- 
ment take immediate measure to guarantee their safety. 


Chief Ogweka suggested the intensification of control by 
the Nigerian Navy along the country’s territorial waters. 
The traditional ruler also appealed to General Babangida 
to look into the dichotomy between offshore and 
onshore [words indistinct] to enable Akwa Ibom State 
get its share of special revenues due to oil producing 
states. 


Responding. Gen. Babangida explained that the present 
administration created Akwa Ibom state to meet the 
aspirations of her people. The president [words indis- 
tinct] and promised that the Federal Government would 
look into all the requests made by the traditional ruler. 


Senegal 


Diouf on ‘Duty To Interfere,” RSA Sanctions 
AB2604135891 Paris AFP in French 0302 GMT 
20 Apr 91 


[Text] Paris, 20 Apr (AFP)—Senegalese President 
Abdou Diouf has said he is “100 percent” in favor of 
“the duty to interfere” which is aimed at “preventing 
people from dying.” in an interview published today by 
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the French daily, LIBERATION. “We all belong to one 
humanity living in a planetary village, so notions of 
solidarity should have the same significance everywhere. 
The notion of states and nations should not serve as an 
excuse to allow people to die. I am 100 percent in 
agreement with and even in favor of the ‘duty to inter- 
fere,”"’ Mr. Diouf said. 


The notion of the “duty to interfere” was first intro- 
duced by French President Francois Mitterrand before 
its adoption by the United Nations which endorsed the 
intervention of allied forces in Iraq to help Iraqi Kurds 
in fleeing troops from Baghdad. 


Mr. Diouf, who has just formed a new government that 
includes four ministers from the opposition parties, 
defended his choice of a multiparty democracy 10 years 
ago despite “the hostility or ironical” reaction of his 
African peers. “Ten years later, the majority of the 
Senegalese opposition has come to understand that the 
most important thing is to find solutions to Senegal’s 
problems. Each party has maintained its identity and 
continues to lead its own life. Governmental solidarity 
does exist, however. (...) In a nutshell, we must prove 
that multiparty democracy does not mean upheavals...,” 
he added, in explaining the reasons behind the compo- 
sition of the new Senegalese Cabinet. 


President Diouf also denied Amnesty International's 
accusations against the Senegalese Government “which 
seem to have given permission to the security forces to 
torture and kill people in the Casamance region in 
retaliation to attacks by the armed opposition.” 


“Do you frankly believe | am capable of ordering the 
torture and killing of people? I cannot understand why 
Amnesty should write such things! I am sure the Armed 
Forces did not commit those crimes. Of course, there 
could be blunders... | have ordered an investigation into 
the matter and I am waiting for the reports,” he said. 


Regarding the tense relations between Mauritania and 
Senegal since the killings in both countries two years ago, 
Mr. Diouf “noted that there have been wider overtures 
over the past few months.” “We have had informal 
contacts (with the Mauritanian Government) and I 
believe we shall reach an agreement very soon,’ he 
added. 


Recalling that he received South African head of state, 
Frederik de Klerk, “at his own request,”’ President Diouf 
concluded by saying that if African heads of state, during 
the OAU summit in Abuja (Nigeria) next June, agree 
“that a turning point has been reached in the struggle to 
eradicate apartheid, then I honestly believe that we 
should lift the sanctions against the Pretoria regime, to 
encourage President de Klerk and Nelson Mandela in 
their policy of dialogue to save South Africa [RSA].” 
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Sierra Leone 


Momoh Gives Anniversary Speech 27 Apr 


AB2704224691 


{Editorial Report] Freetown Domestic Service in English 
at 2000 GMT on 27 April carries an 8-minute live or 
recorded speech by President Joseph Momoh given in 
Freetown on the 30th anniversary of Sierra Leone on 27 
April. Reception is poor. 


Momoh says it is with a “soft heart” that he addresses 
the people on an occasion that normally would have 
witnessed celebration, “yet you are all aware of the 
recent events involving unwarranted, unjustifiable, and 
wicked violation of our territorial integrity by rebel 
forces belonging to [National Patrotic Front of Liberia 
leader] Mr. Charles Taylor.” 


Momoh appeals to citizens to be calm and not to despair 
and thanks them for their loyalty and patriotism. He 
extends his “deepest sympathy and sincere condolences 
to all those citizens of this country who have suffered 
from the loss of life and property during this national 
catastrophe.” 


Momoh continues: “It is at a time like this that a nation 
comes to really know who its real friends are. And I am 
proud to say that, indeed, Sierra Leone has two friends 
within the African region and abroad who have not 
hesitated One moment in coming to our aid in these 
times of trouble.”’ He specifies, “But to the governments 
and peoples of the sister Republics of Nigeria and 
Guinea, it is my duty to express a special gratitude and 
appreciation of the Government and people of Sierra 
Leone for the regular support which you have given us, 
including the placing at our disposal of both human and 
material resources to repel our common enemy.” 


Momoh concludes: “I want to assure you that not even 
the evil schemes of Charles Taylor or the bastardly acts 
of aggression perpetrated by his party will dissuade me 
and my government away from following the political 
road to pluralism upon which we have embarked.” 


Thousands March in Solidarity With Government 


AB2604150691 Freetown Domestic Service 
in English 2000 GMT 25 Apr 91 


[Excerpt] About 100,000 people from different walks of 
life, representing 60 different organizations, this week 
took part in a solidarity march past through the streets of 
Bo town in support of government's efforts to resist 
Charles Taylor’s rebels attack on Sierra Leone. 


In a 10-point resolution presented by the Bo district APC 
[All People’s Congress] chairman, Mr. Joe Amah Ban- 
gali, at the Bo Coronation Field on behalf of the people 
of Bo district, the people, condemned the unwanton, 
malicious, unprovoked invasion into the territory of 
Sierra Leone by the rebel forces of Charles Taylor, their 
rampaging of settlements, plundering of wealth, and 
looting of merchandise and property of innocent people. 
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The resolution thanked the presidents, governments, and 
the peoples of Nigeria, Guinea, Ghana, and the United 
States for their prompt recognition of our national 
problem and their invaluable support for our nationalist 
efforts. The resolution further called on government to 
take appropriate steps against all citizens at home and 
abroad found to be collaborating in this unnecessary act 
of invasion of Sierra Leone by rebels of the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia. The people resolved that all 
Liberian refugees should be screened and camped in 
safety to ensure that there are no rebels among them. It 
promised that the people of Bo district will continue to 
identify themselves with all measures to repel the rebels. 


In his address, the minister of state in the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources and Forestry, (Alhaji 
Daramey Rogers), observed that there is no internal 
support for the rebels as demonstrated by the unprece- 
dented crowd at the solidarity march past. He warned 
young men against being lured with the temptation of 
falling into the hands of Charles Taylor’s rebels as they 
would be used as human shields in the rebels’ commit- 
ment of atrocities. [passage omitted] 


Forces Reportedly ‘Rout’ Rebels in 2 Towns 


AB2904204291 Freetown Domestic Service 
in English 2000 GMT 29 Apr 91 


[Text] The combined forces of Sierra Leone and Guinea 
over the weekend succeeded in cutting off and flushing 
out rebel forces of Charles Taylor at the southern towns 
of Koribundu and Bandajuma. The Sierra Leone and 
Guinean troops also repelled the rebel attacks and routed 
them from Manowa, to regain the Manowa ferry, which 
they had seized. A Defense Ministry spokesman 
explained that by dislodging the rebels from Koribundu 
and Bandajuma, their strategy of proceeding to Sumbuya 
was smashed. 


More Nigerian Troops; Heavy Fighting Reported 
AB2904174591 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 29 Apr 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] More military help has arrived in Sierra Leone to 
assist the government there in their fight against rebels 
on their border with Liberia. The neighboring state of 
Guinea has already sent troops, while Sierra Leone has 
asked for assistance from the United States and Great 
Britain to beat back the rebels who currently hold a 
number of Sierra Leonean towns. Now, several hundred 
Nigerian troops have arrived to add some muscle to the 
anti-rebel drive. From Freetown, Christo Johnson tel- 
exed this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] At exactly 8 o'clock 
last night, a large number of Nigerian troops arrived at 
the Kissi Ferry Terminal. They were then driven to the 
outskirts of Freetown in a number of vehicles. Hundreds 
of people lined the road from the terminal to the junc- 
tion of the main Freetown to Waterloo Road, waving 
and cheering the troops. One man who stood quite close 
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to me said to another, and | quote, God bless General 
Babangida and the Nigerian people for this great sup- 
port. Now that I have these Nigerian soldiers, I have no 
doubt we can take of the Charles Taylor incursions. 


A woman called Mariam, who was also in the cheering 
crowd, said to me: Now I am confident I can stay in 
Sierra Leone. My home town is Kailahun, and has been 
overrun by rebels. Right now, even my paramount chief 
has also escaped and is now in Freetown. Mariam 
continued, President Momoh was wise to ask for help 
from our brothers and sisters in Guinea and Nigeria. 
May the Almighty God bless and protect these troops. 


So far, it is not known when the Nigerian troops will join 
in the fighting, but the Defense Ministry disclosed over 
the weekend that there has been heavy fighting ... many 
towns and villages. The ministry did not disclose the 
areas involved in the fighting, but reports here indicate 
that Kailahun, Pujehun, and some other towns are in the 
hands of the rebels, together with Koindu and Zimi. It is 
understood that hundreds of villagers who reside in 
remote border areas and in Bo Town have set up militia 
groups to resist the rebel attacks. 


In Freetown this weekend, there was panic among the 
citizens, following reports that rebels were advancing 
from Pujehun Town, and that the inhabitants of Bo were 
fleeing. [end recording] 


{In a related Freetown-datelined report, Paris AFP in 
English at 1613 GMT on 29 April adds, “A first batch of 
Nigerian soldiers are already deployed in Sierra Leone's 
second city of Bo in the south and the eastern city of 
Kenema. Diplomatic sources said the second contingent, 
whose number has not been given, will eventually be 
deployed in Pujehun ready for a combined attack on 
Zimi which the rebels are still holding. 


[““Meanwhile, a defence spokesman said Monday that 
Koindu, one of two strategic areas the rebels had been 
holding since March 23, was recaptured Thursday and 
800 rebels killed. Mopping up operations were con- 
tinuing in the forested area, the spokesman said. Resi- 
dents of Bo and Kenema reached by telephone Monday 
said that some of the 30 rebels were killed Friday, by 
Guinean troops. Fifty people, fleeing rebel advances in 
Kailahun were feared drowned when their boat capsized 
on the road to Guinea. A combined force of Sierra 
Leonean and Liberian forces are currently engaging the 
rebels at Nyagorihun. In Zimi, captured by rebels on 
March 23, military sources [said] rebels were reinforcing 
their main camp to try to consolidate their position.” ] 


[London BBC World Service in English at 1709 GMT on 
29 April in the African news summary portion of its 
“Focus on Africa’ program also reports, “The Nigerian 
authorities are sending a further 500 troops to help 
Sierra Leone fight off cross-border attacks by troops it 
says are loyal to a Liberian rebel group. The Nigerian 
Government newspaper NEW NIGERIAN, says 350 
soldiers were flown to Sierra Leone yesterday, and the 


FBIS-AFR-91-083 
30 April 1991 


remainder were going today. They are joining the 700 
Nigerian troops already there.”} 


Sierra Leoneans Claim Being Captured by NPFL 


AB2904185491 Paris AFP in English 1833 GMT 
29 Apr Yl 


[Text] Freetown, April 29 (AFP}—Two Sierra Leoneans 
who were held hostage for three days by invading rebels 
said Monday that their captors told them they were sent 
by Charles Taylor, leader of the National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia (NPFL). Mr. Taylor has constantly denied that 
rebels who invaded Sierra Leone from its eastern neigh- 
bour Liberia in March were members of his NPFL. 


Samuel Johnny and Brima Sie told AFP on Monday that 
they were held by rebels for three days in Poturu in 
eastern Sierra Leone. They described the rebels as “des- 
perate-looking men” who were under the influence of 
drugs. 


Mr. Johnny, a mechanic, said he was captured by rebels 
when he travelled to Poturu in connection with his job 
with the endemic disease control unit. He said the rebels 
told him they had been sent by “their boss Charles 
Taylor to topple the government of Sierra Leone,” which 
had served as a base for West African peacekeeping 
troops, which were sent to Liberia. 


The force was sent to set up an interim government in 
Liberia, where Charles Taylor’s forces unleashed a civil 
war in December 1990 to topple then president Samuel 
Doe, since killed by a dissident rebel group. 


But the rebels told their captives that the force was 
“preventing their boss becoming president of Liberia.” 
Mr. Johnny said many villagers had been killed by the 
rebels “for failing to cooperate.’ The rebels said they had 
been told that the Sierra Leone people were so disen- 
chanted with their government that that a rebel force 
arriving to overthrow the government would be “wel- 
comed with open hands”, Mr. Johnny said. They were 
now “disappointed and angry” at the complete lack of 


WEST AFRICA 29 


support with which they were received in the country. 
Mr. Sie said rebels raped women and used children to 
carry their ammunition. Eight people who attempted to 
escape were iastantly gunned down, he said. He said they 
were eventually released when paramilitary forces 
stormed the town. 


Togo 


AFP: Celebrations Become Anti-Government March 
AB2704172891] Paris AFP in English 1721 GMT 
27 Apr 91 


[Text] Lome, April 27 (AFP)}—In a fashion not alto- 
gether anticipated by the organizers, Saturday's com- 
memoration of the 3Ist anniversary of little Togo’s 
independence from France turned into an anti- 
government rally. 


Several thousand people gathered around the home of 
Togo’s first president, Sylvanus Olympio, who was assas- 
sinated there in January 1963 in the coup that brought 
current ruler General Gnassingbe Eyadema to power. 


They then proceeded through the central market, many 
wearing T-shirts to the glory of the “father of the nation” 
and chanting “Ablode!” (“independence™ in the Ewe 
language). 


Gen. Eyedema, who on April 12 bowed to the opposition 
after bloody protests and installed a multiparty system, 
declaring a general amnesty, watched over a military 
parade at the national stadium. So did several hundred 
other people. 


Residents “weren't well enough informed about the 
ceremonies,” a government minister told AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE. The official programme included a 
football match and “popular rejoicing” in districts of the 
capital. 


The government last week brought back the indepen- 
dence holiday and Togo’s first national anthem. The 
latter was suppressed in 1979 in favour of a song 
primarily devoted to the ruling People’s Rally (RPT). 
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